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RECORDERS’ REVIEW FOR 2017
After a slightly chaotic 2016 when numerous factors contributed to a lengthy delay in the
production of the annual report, 2017 brought with it problems of its own, although this year
faster headway has been made on the production of the report. Your patience is still greatly
appreciated though.
The overall number of records for 2017 was slightly up on 2016 with 15439 records provided
across 7329 total visits. This total comes from a number of sources and includes transect
records, casual records, iRecord Butterflies, Migrant Watch, Wider Countryside Butterfly
Survey, Garden Butterfly Survey and BugAlert records. The year was the 10th warmest since
records began in 1850, so perhaps it’s surprising that the numbers were not higher. Reading
the report, you will see that the majority of our species were recorded in lower numbers than
we would have wished. No doubt the lower than average levels of sunshine and lots of rain
probably did not help.
As mentioned, generally speaking, for many of our species, despite the higher overall count,
it was a poorer year than 2016. Many of our most notable species struggled, Dingy Skipper
numbers were considerably down on previous years, as were Northern Brown Argus which
had a dramatic drop and Grayling. There were a number of bright sparks from the year. One
was Small Pearl Bordered Fritillary, with promising numbers being found in several locations.
The strength of the sites in County Durham is testimony to the hard work by many people
and individuals, both within Butterfly Conservation and from other organisations over the last
couple of decades.
The find of the year was the discovery of Silver-washed Fritillary in July at Wynyard by Jeff
Fowler. His was the first record for the region since Victorian times. Sightings in 2018 give
hope that the butterfly might once again establish itself in the County. This species has been
chosen for the front cover, which shows an excellent pen and ink sketch by Terry Coult.
Of other species that did well, Red Admiral had a tremendous year with perhaps
unprecedented numbers seen throughout the region and a real joy to see. A count of 250 at
Cragside is remarkable and probably the highest number recorded in the region. Speckled
Wood continues to impress, it was almost unknown in the north-east before 2000 when very
small numbers could be found along the River Tees. Now it is present throughout the region
and indeed into southern Scotland. At times it can be the commonest butterfly around in late
September.
The map on the next page shows the tetrads visited in 2017 and shows that there are still
areas which receive very few or no visits by recorders. Green Hairstreak is surely to be found
in our more wild areas and White-letter and Purple Hairstreak are likely to be present in the
northern parts of Northumberland. Diligent searching in southern County Durham will surely
discover new sites for both Essex Skipper and Brown Argus.
Thanks again to all transect and casual recorders and all those involved in any additional
nationwide schemes. The records you send continue to be of vital importance in providing key
data to Butterfly Conservation, which in turn feeds into policy at a government level. The
conservation of the UK’s butterflies remains an enormous challenge. Butterflies are the beststudied UK insects by some way. The knowledge that recorders have built helps to provide
vital insights into the changing state of wider biodiversity and the ecosystem services that
depend upon it. As always, all the best for next year and let’s hope for good weather
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Tetrad map, (2km x 2km), showing all records for 2017
Enlarged example of colour key for the
species-account maps for 2017
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Essex Skipper photographed by Martin Partridge at J M Biodiversity Site in Billingham on 7th
July 2017

Essex Skipper photographed by Julie Hogg at Cowpen Bewley on 20th July 2017
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WEATHER SUMMARY: 2017
Durham University Observatory, County Durham
Elevation: 100 metres (328ft), Grid Reference NZ 267 415

TEMPERATURE, RAINFALL and SUNSHINE
and DIFFERENCES from 1961 - 1990 AVERAGES
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Our weather record information comes from the Durham University station on
Observatory Hill in Durham City. Apart from the Radcliffe Observatory at Oxford, Durham
University Observatory has the unbroken longest series of meteorological observations
for any university in the UK. Daily records date from the late 1840s. Today, the
observations are made using an automatic weather station.
Acknowledgments: The Branch is grateful to Professor Tim Burt of the Department of
Geography at Durham University for providing weather data via his website,
(http://www.community.dur.ac.uk/durham.weather/).
These comments have been taken from his website: 2017 was the 10th warmest year on
record at Durham since 1850, only marginally cooler than 1990 which had a memorably
warm summer. The mean maximum air temperature was the 20th warmest on record
(since 1900) and the mean minimum air temperature was the 3rd warmest on record,
beaten only by 2004 and 2014. The overall warmth of 2017 was therefore more due to
warm nights than warm days. Even so, there were 82 ground frosts, a higher number
than in the previous three years, although still the 11th lowest total on record (since
1954). Rainfall was just a little above average but not greatly so, only the 70th wettest in
168 years. Total sunshine hours were again below average, the 29th lowest annual total
since 1882. Sunshine has not exceeded the average at Durham since 2011. This
deserves some further attention since this may not reflect regional climate change but
rather a local site effect with tree growth possibly shading solar radiometer at low sun
angles. Please note that the long-term averages used are those for 1961-1990.
The three graphs on the next page show the main features of the weather in 2017
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Monthly temperature at Durham University
Weather Station in 2017
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Dingy Skipper Erynnis tages
2017: Natural order was restored when Bob Mawson, as he so often does, recorded our
region’s first Dingy Skipper for 2017. Unusually, 2016’s first was seen by another recorder.
Bob saw the butterfly at Kelloe Bank on April 28th which is relatively early albeit not a record.
George Simpson claimed Co. Durham’s next record on May 1st at Shibdon, while Chris
Barlow
recorded
Northumberland’s
earliest on the same date at The
Spetchells.
Peak flight period was attained on May
31st when records of 53 butterflies were
submitted from various sites. The bulk
of this total derived from Roger
Norman’s record of the 22 he counted at
Brenkley Old Pit Head.
Only two
recorders bettered this count in 2017:
Keith Walton who counted 29 at Bishop
Middleham Quarry on May 9th and Dave
Liddle who counted one fewer at Burn
Hill on May 26th.
The annual total of 605 Dingy Skippers
was a relatively low one although to
compensate these were spread between
a good many sites. The fact that many
counts were low suggests that, overall,
conditions did not favour the species in
our region in 2017 but its widespread
occurrence offers hope of a bumper year whenever conditions allow.
There were no unduly late sightings that might have suggested a partial second brood – in
fact there were no July records whatsoever which is distinctly unusual. Dave Stebbings
recorded Northumberland’s last on June 4th at Havannah LNR and Dave Liddle Durham’s on
June 25th at Burn Hill.
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Small Skipper Thymelicus sylvestris
2017: First reports in 2017 were significantly earlier than in 2015-2016; four at Bishop
Middleham Quarry on 11th May (Mark Dinning) were the first in County Durham (9th June in
2016 and 12th June in 2015), and five at Cocklawburn Dunes on 26th May (Trixie Collin) were
the first for Northumberland (27th June in 2016 and 17th June in 2015).
Generally small numbers were recorded up until 1st
July (no more than eight individuals at any one site) .
July was the peak month for reports. The peak day
was 8th when a total of 351 Small Skippers was
noted across the whole region, including peaks of 44
at Bearpark Woods in Co. Durham (Elizabeth
Clowes) and 43 at Havannah NR in Northumberland
(David Stebbings). Further peaks occurred on 16th,
with a total of 283 butterflies, and on 17th when 225
were counted.
Numbers in August were generally well below those
reported in August 2016, with a collective peak of
just 42 on 13th compared to a peak of 343 on 5th
August 2016.
Additional peak site counts were 45 at Inkerman in
Co. Durham (Dave Wainwright) and 42 at Flower
Meadow, Longhorsley in Northumberland (David
th
Stebbings), both on 16 July, while 31-40 were at Black Plantation, Burn Hill and Hamsterley
Forest (all Co. Durham), and Cambois Dunes and Holystone Woods (both Northumberland).
The above individual peak site day counts were much reduced compared to 2016 when 131
were noted at Rising sun CP (North Tyneside) and 110 at Havannah NR (Northumberland).
The last report for Northumberland involved a single at Newton Point on 31st August (Jane
Lancaster), and in Co. Durham the last report was of 15 at Darlington on 15th September
(Cath Proud).
A total of 2,184 individuals was recorded across the region during the season, a drop on
totals of 3,760 in 2016 and 4,323 in 2015. In 2017, an average of 6.3 individuals per report
was evident, compared to 7.2 in 2016 and 6.9 in 2015.
In 2017, Small Skippers had a flight season of 128 days (11th May-15th September) and the
species was recorded on a total of 66 days during this period (52%). This compares with 94
days (73 %) in 2016 and 106 days (73 %) in 2015.
The species was recorded in 131 tetrads from a total of 594 tetrads that received a visit,
giving a mean figure of 22% of visited tetrads.
Small Skipper 2017
400
350
Daily total

300
250
200
150
100
50
0
May

Jun

Jul

Aug

Sep

Date

9

Essex Skipper Thymelicus lineola
After the excitement of the discovery of Essex Skipper in the Stockton area in 2015 when 92
individuals were noted, there were 17 records and 42 individuals reported in 2016. However,
in 2017, there were only five records from four observers, and seven individuals found, all of
which were in July. The first was by Mike Hunter at Greatham Creek where he found two on
2nd, which he followed up by a single at Billingham Beck Valley CP on 14th of the month.
Martin Partridge found one at the JM Biodiversity Site in Billingham on 7th and Ian Thompson
had two at RSPB Saltholme on 18th. The last reported was by Julie Hogg at Cowpen Bewley
Woodland Park on 20th.
It would be hoped that there are many
more tetrads and sites where this
butterfly is present and we would urge
observers to get out and about in July
and do some searching. There is an
excellent article in Newsletter 33, (April
2016), by Jonathan Wallace covering
identification.
All recorders are reminded that
photographic evidence is needed for
this species before sightings can be
accepted; and while head-on shots
of the skipper’s black antennae may
be enough, photographers should be
aiming to capture clearly the sex band of the male, which is the key feature to
distinguish Essex from its very close relative, the Small Skipper.
Two photos are shown on page 5.
Essex Skipper 2017
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Large Skipper Ochlodes faunus
2017: A total of 232 records were received, these recorded 866 individual Large Skippers.
The number of records received was down on the previous year, but the number of butterflies
recorded was about 100 up on the previous year. However, the numbers recorded were still
well below average for the species for the third year running. The poor summer weather may
have been a factor this year, restricting the days the butterfly could fly and also keeping
recorders at home. The flight season lasted 105 days, and the Large Skipper was seen on
56 of these days, representing 53% of the flight period.
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The flight season started a little earlier than
normal this year with a cluster of records in late
May rather than the normal early June. The first
was from Terry Coult who saw one at Malton
Reserve near Lanchester on 25th May. The first
from Northumberland was a few days later and
came from Keith Smith who recorded one at
Silverlink retail park in North Tyneside on 28th
May.
The main flight period lasted from the beginning
of June to the end of July. The histogram shows
several distinct spikes and unusually several
consecutive days with no records. The first peak
day, in terms of numbers seen throughout the
region, was 14th June when 79 Large Skipper
were recorded. The second peak was on 8th July
when 78 were seen. Between these there were
no records received over three days at the end of
June, which I suspect was a period of poor
weather.
The highest individual counts this year were much improved over the 2016 figures. Notable
counts came from Joe Dobinson with 36 at Rising Sun Country Park in Wallsend on 14th
June, Steve Reid who saw 29 at Tanfield Lea Marsh on 15th July and Neil Clark with 27 at
Bowes Valley Nature Reserve near Kibblesworth on 3rd July.
The season ended at the end of July with only five records after 31st July. The final sighting
from Northumberland was by Keith Smith who recorded one on 30th July at Silverlink Country
Park in Wallsend. The final sighting of the year for County Durham was from the same
recorder and same location as the first. It came from Terry Coult who saw one at Malton
Reserve on 6th September, a very late date for the Large Skipper.
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Orange-tip Anthocharis cardamines
2017: There were 605 records of Orange-tip in 2017 compared to 482 the previous year (an
increase of 26%). Numbers of individuals were also higher than in 2016 with 1701 compared
to 1282 (an increase of 33%). The flight period lasted 146 days and the butterfly was
recorded on 60% of those days.
Orange-tip was first recorded on the early date of
6th March by George Simpson who saw one in
Shibdon Nature Reserve, Gateshead. George
was also responsible for 17 of the next 18 records
up to the end of March, all at Shibdon NR and
including an impressive count of 30 on the 20th of
that month. Terry Coult was the only other
person to record the species during March with a
singleton seen on the 25th at Malton near
Lanchester. Other observers started to get in on
the act after the start of April and numbers started
climbing towards the end of that month with the
species reaching its peak on 3rd of May when
there were 44 separate records comprising a total
of 178 individual butterflies.
The highest individual count of the year was
George Simpson’s count of 30 at Shibdon NR on
20th March with the next
best being recorded by Lynda Bentley who counted 26 at Low Barns on 3rd of May.
Orange-tip numbers fell away after the first week of June but small numbers continued to be
seen throughout that month. Alex Midson’s record of two Orange-tips at Hardwick Park on
3rd July was County Durham’s last sighting of the season but there were two further records
from Northumberland. On 16th July Russell Pannell saw one in Holywell Dene near Old
Hartley and Mark Wilson brought the Orange-tip’s flight season to a close with a record of
three at Druridge Bay on the relatively late date of 29th July.
Hewitt Ellis recorded ova of this species at the following sites: Rising Sun Country Park,
Havannah LNR, West Allotment, North Shields and Northumberland Park, North Shields as
did Bob Mawson at Kelloe Bank (Raisby Way) and Paul Robins at the Adventure Centre east
of Sweethope Lough, Northumberland.
Orange-tip 2017
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Large White Pieris brassicae
2017: 1365 records of Large White were received in 2017 which comprised 3086 individual
butterflies. This represented a drop of approximately 4% in the number of records but a more
substantial drop of 31% in the number of individual butterflies counted (4453) in 2016. The
flight period lasted 206 days and the Large White was recorded on 152 of these days (74%)
.
The Large White’s flight season began in March
with George Simpson claiming the honour of the
first sighting with a single individual on 22nd March
at Shibdon Nature Reserve, Gateshead. There
were three further sightings in March all of which
were in County Durham/VC 66: Marney Harris
and Pat Nevison both recording singletons on 25
March at Esh Winning and Faverdale, Darlington
respectively and Janet Giaretta spotting one at
Penshaw on the 26th. Northumberland had to
wait until 8th April for its first record of the species
when David Blair recorded one in Heaton Park,
Newcastle and Trevor Richardson at East
Sleekburn.
Small numbers were recorded
throughout April and numbers then increased in
May and the first generation reached its peak in
late May – early June. The highest daily totals
during the first generation were on 24th May and
rd
3 of June, on each of which a total of 56 butterflies was counted across the region. The
highest individual count during the first generation was made by David Blair at Swinhoe,
Northumberland where he counted 20 on 3rd June. David also bagged the second highest
count with 15 at Seahouses on 31st May.
The second generation started to appear in the first week of July and numbers climbed
steadily through that month and August, reaching a peak on 17th August when there were 28
separate records comprising a total of 151 individual butterflies. The highest secondgeneration count and highest of the year was made by Jackie Reeves who counted 39 at
Dunstan Heughs on 15th July. The only other count to exceed 30 individuals was made by
Mike Carr who counted 36 at Fenham in the Lindisfarne National Nature Reserve on 2nd
August.
The Large White continued to be seen in moderate numbers through September and its flight
period extended to mid-October with the last ones being seen by Duncan Hutt at Hadston
Links (Druridge Bay Country Park), Northumberland and by Keith Walton near Broompark,
Durham, both on the 13th.
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Small White Pieris rapae
2017: A total of 999 records were received. These recorded 2,627 individual butterflies, this
was a considerable drop from 4,028 recorded last year, and well below the long term
average. The flight period covered 228 days and the Small White was seen on 154 of these
days, representing 68% of the flight period. This year was the third poor year out of the last
four for the Small White, some of the fall could be attributed to the poor summer weather
which was distinctly cooler and wetter than normal.
The first record of the season was from a
Durham site with George Simpson seeing one
at Shibdon Pond Nature Reserve near
Gateshead on 12th March. The first record from
Northumberland was not until April when Joe
Dobinson recorded one in a garden in Wallsend
on 1st April. The main flight period for the spring
generation was from the end of April to the first
week of June with a peak on 25th May when 54
were recorded in the region. Only four records
reported double figure counts for the spring
generation, the best being fifteen by Jackie
Reeves from Dunstan Heughs, just north of
Craster on the Northumberland coast on 23rd
April.
The emergence of the second generation
started in mid-July and reached a peak on 30th
July when 97 Small Whites were seen by
recorders throughout the region. This figure is considerably down on the maximum count
usually seen (281 in 2016 for example) and is a reflection of the poor year the species had.
The second generation numbers were low by normal standards and the poor weather in July
may have been a contributing factor. There were few high counts this year, the highest being
from Jackie Reeves who counted 43 at Dunstan Heughs on 1st August. Other counts of note
came from Neil Clark with 37 from Birtley on 5th August, Robert and Molly Hardie with 32 at
Hunting Hall Farm near Lowick, north Northumberland on 21st August and Ian Thompson
who saw 21 at RSPB Saltholme on 18th July. All these counts were lower than normal.
The flight season was really over by the first few days of September, earlier than usual, with
only ones and twos reported through September, and very few records in October. For
Northumberland the final sighting of the year was by Hewitt Ellis, who saw one at Lower
Holywell Dene, Seaton Sluice on North Tyneside on 15th October. The final sighting of the
year for Durham and the region came from Richard Hockin on 25th October when he spotted
one at Beacon Hill near Easington Colliery.
Small White 2017
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Green-veined White Pieris napi
2017: A total of 1,167 records were received. These recorded 4,063 individual butterflies.
The flight period covered 200 days and Green-veined White was seen on 152 of these days,
representing 76% of the flight period. The number of records received and the number of
butterflies seen this year were down on the previous year. The total recorded is well below
average for the species. No doubt the poor summer weather had an effect on this normally
numerous species.
There was an early start to the season, the first record
coming from George Simpson who saw two at Shibdon
Nature Reserve near Gateshead on 15th March, a very
early date for the species. The first sightings from
Northumberland were not until 8th April when four
people recorded Green-veined White on this date.
They were Katie Linden and Joe Dobinson who
separately saw two at the Rising Sun Country Park in
Wallsend, Keith Smith with three from different
locations in Riding Mill and Dee McKeown spotting one
at Arcot Lane, Cramlington.
There were quite a lot of records in April this year,
some with high counts. For example, Mike Carr
recorded 51 from different locations around Holy Island
on 23rd April. However, the main flight period for the
spring generation was from the beginning of May to the
middle of June, peaking in late May with 114 recorded
throughout the region on 25th May. This is well below normal peak numbers. Good counts
came in from Jane Lancaster with 51 at Newton Point on the Northumberland coast on 7th
May, Dave Wainwright 23 at Inkerman, near Tow Law on 24th May and Gordon Simpson with
33 from Hamsterley Forest on 13th June.
The second generation was not very strong this year, perhaps a reflection of the poor
summer weather. The main flight period was from mid-July to the end of August, with a peak
in the middle of August when 166 were recorded on 13th August. Again this peak figure is
down compared to recent years. Good second generation counts came in from Huw Davies
with 38 near Great Whittington and Tim Wrigley who recorded 33 at Liddells Wood north of
Hexham, both on 13th August. Kevin Redgrave saw 28 at Newton Links on the
Northumberland coast on 7th August. Graham Beckwith counted 24 at Pity Me Carrs LNR,
Durham on 5th August.
The season was over really by mid-September, with only a few singles spotted in the second
half of September and no records for October this year. The final record for the year from
Northumberland was from Keith Smith who spotted one at West Allotment in North Tyneside
on 24th September. In Durham the last sightings came from Keith Walton who saw singles at
three locations around Durham city on 30th September.
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Clouded Yellow Colias croceus
2017: There were three reports of this colourful migrant from warmer climes by lucky
recorders, all within a 16 day period. The first was by Malcolm Hutcheson where one flew
past the Coastguard Lookout Station and then along Little Beach at the mouth of the River
Tweed on 15th August. Either the same or maybe another individual was seen by Enid
Turnbull at Tommy-the-Miller’s Field transect 15 days later on 30th August, about 1500m
north-west of Berwick Little Beach. In between these sightings, one was reported by Neil
Clark at Bowes Valley NR on 27th August. .
Clouded Yellow 2017
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Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni
2017: There appears to a slow but steady increase in records and individuals for this strongflying and colourful and dramatic species over the last few years. The bulk of the records
(70%) came as usual from Darlington, in particular the area of West Park, but with five
reports scattered elsewhere throughout the region.
The first was by Ian Bond in Darlington on 1st April.
This was followed by a single by Pippa Smaling at
West Park three days later. The peak count in the
spring was also by her with five there on 3rd May.
Interesting midsummer records of singles came from
the north of the region with Molly Hardie at her
Hunting Hall Farm transect near Berwick on 25th May,
from Peter Jackson near Staindrop on 15th June, with
one on Buckthorn, at Roseden near Wooler by Berny
Swinney on 17th June, and by Waveney Weston in
Wallsend the next day. In high summer all the records
except one came from the West Park area in
Darlington, with a maximum count of seven by Pippa
Smaling on 16th August. The lone record elsewhere
came from the Dustan Heughs transect near Craster
with one by Jackie Reeves on 25th July. The last
th
record was again by Pippa on 19 September.
In total there were 20 records with a probable maximum of 44 individuals, though with
Brimstone being such a noticeable species, there may possibly have been some double
counting by different observers. The flight period was 172 days and brimstone was recorded
18 days (10%). Records in future years can be expected to be where Purging or Alder
Buckthorn is present, with wandering individuals elsewhere being unable to breed in the
absence of the food-plant. Unfortunately both Buckthorns are very rare in County Durham.
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Brimstone photographed near Staindrop by Peter Jackson 15th June 2017.
.
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Wall Lasiommata megera
2017: A total of 335 records were received which detailed 943 individual butterflies. The
flight season lasted 166 days and the Wall was seen flying on 90 of these days, representing
54% of the flight period. Numbers of Wall seen in 2017 showed a modest increase over the
numbers seen in the previous two years, although nowhere near enough to suggest the long
term decline of the Wall in the region and nationally is being reversed.
The first sighting of the year in Northumberland
came from Alnwick Wildlife Group who spotted one
at West Allotment on North Tyneside on 9th April,
quite an early date for the first Wall. Durham had
to wait until the 22nd April for its first when Derek
Charlton saw one at Shadforth, east of Durham city
on that day. Records for the first generation were
generally rather low. However, there were several
peak days which stood out from the rest, the best
being 18th May when 54 were recorded throughout
the region. There were only a few double figure
counts for the spring generation, the best being
from David Blair who counted 25 at Swinhoe on
31st May. Bishop Middleham Quarry produced
some good first generation counts with Mark
Dinning recording sixteen on the 11th May and
Stephen Goodhart seeing the same number on
22nd May. There were no double figure counts
received for the first generation from any site in Northumberland.
The second generation started to emerge during the last days of July and peaked in midAugust with 76 being recorded throughout the region on 17th August and 85 on the 21st.
Apart from these two dates, daily numbers were generally low. Best counts for the region
came from Jackie Reeves with 32 at Dunstan Heughs near Craster on 25th August, Jane
Lancaster who saw 22 at Newton Point on the Northumberland coast on 21st August and
Alnwick Wildlife Group who counted 20 at Smeafield, north of Belford, Northumberland on 8th
August. Curiously, all the highest counts were from Northumberland sites, a complete
reversal of what was seen in the spring generation. The highest from a Durham site was
seventeen reported by Graham Lonsdale from Sherburn Hill on 15th August.
The season ended in early September this year with all but one record after 6th September
being of single butterflies. The last record for Northumberland came from Jane Lancaster
with one at Newton Point on 19th September. The last singles from Durham sites were from
Gordon Simpson in Hamsterley Forest, and Keith Walton at Framwellgate Moor, both on 21st
September, all these last dates being rather earlier than normal for final sightings.
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Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria
2017: Speckled Wood had another very good year this year. There were several peaks in
recorded numbers with the most notable occurring in June, August and September. A total of
1892 records were received (a 16% increase on 2016) with 7389 individual butterflies (a 1%
increase from 2016). The flight period extended over 239 days and the butterfly was seen
flying on 77% of those days.
The first record of the year was made by George Simpson
who had a singleton at Shibdon Pond Nature Reserve on
the 9th March. Northumberland’s first record was from
Keith Smith, who had one on the 27th March at Close
House by the River Tyne. Nearly 10% of all records were
of more than 10 individuals. Of these, 50 records were of
more than 40 individuals. The peak in recorded population
numbers occurred in August and September.
Julia
Meldrum and Chris Tomlinson, Mike Carr, David Stebbings
and John Wilson each had records of 40 or more but the
highest count of the year was 65, by Mike Carr at
Warkworth Lane on the 12th September.
Russell Pannell had the last record in In Northumberland
with one at Holywell Dene on the 21st October. The last
record from Durham and for the season came from K. Walton with one at Broompark on the
2nd November.
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Large Heath Coenonympha tullia
2017: The number of adults recorded on the wing in 2017 (38) was up on 2016 (26) and
broadly similar to 2015 (41). These three years were distinctly better than the preceding
three when the highest number recorded was 19 (2012) and the lowest was just 4 recorded
in 2014.
The number of records over the past 7 years is always in single
figures, the highest being in 2011 with 8 records, returning 130
adults whilst in most years there are 3 – 4 records made by 3
recorders, typically in the latter half of June and through July.
Since the number of records in any given year are broadly
similar, one can draw the conclusion that the butterfly did
particularly well in 2011 (even given that in this one year there
were double the usual number of adult records made) and that
2014 was a particularly bad year for the butterfly.
It is interesting that what appears to be the butterfly’s best year
in the last seven years, came in the summer following the awful
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winter of 2010. The winter of 2011 was also very harsh with snow lying for several weeks.
Adult butterfly numbers in the three years after the summer high of 2011, were all poor.
Maybe this tells us that the winters have relatively little bearing on the success of the butterfly
and that as one might suspect, it is well adapted to over-wintering as a 3rd instar larva.
Reports indicate that it is not uncommon for the larvae to survive long periods underwater
and even frozen in the boggy habitat they frequent.
It also seems reasonable to conclude then, that it is the summer weather that dictates how
the butterfly fares. It has been known for the larvae to over-winter for two years before
pupating, presumably due to cold summer weather in the first year slowing the development
of the larvae. A similar occurrence is often seen in cold Scottish summers in the common
frog with tadpoles unable to complete their lifecycle and remaining as tadpoles through the
winter into the following summer before developing into froglets.
As with all sightings of Large Heath in the region, these were seen on the peat bogs of
Northumberland. The first of these, 4 adults, was on the 18th June at Steng Moss
(NY961913) by Stewart Sexton. The second record of 15 adults by David Feige on the 8th
July was at Muckle Moss (NY794668). Dave Stebbings completed the 2017 records with 4
records, 3 of which were on the 12th of July. The first of these was a count of 15 adults at
Crag Lough next to Hadrian’s Wall (NY762680), the next two single sightings at a peat bog
south of Steel Rigg (NY756673) and around Sycamore Gap along Hadrian’s Wall
(NY761674). Dave’s last record was of 2 adults on the 17th July, north west of Broomlee
Lough (NY785699).
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Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus
2017: A total of 435 records were received. These recorded 2,627 individual butterflies, this
is down on the 3,086 recorded last year and is well
below average for the species. The flight period
covered 131 days and the Small Heath was seen on
84 of these days, representing 64% of the flight
period. Both the low numbers of Small Heath seen
and the low number of days on which it was recorded
over the flight period may reflect the poor summer
weather in 2017.
The first record of the year came from Ian and Trudi
Gray who saw one at Cockburnlaw Dunes on the
north Northumberland coast on 17th May. The first
record from a County Durham site was from Bob
Mawson with one seen at Kelloe Bank, Raisby Way,
on 21st May. Following the pattern of recent years
these are later dates than average for the first
sightings of Small Heath.
Numbers of Small Heath reported were fairly
consistent through June, July and the first half of
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August with no real peak to the flight season this year. The highest daily count came on 19th
June, when 180 Small Heath were counted throughout the region. In July the highest daily
total was 161 seen on the 16th. The highest individual count for May came from David
Stebbings who recorded 31 at Newburn Heugh, west of Newcastle on 26th May. For June
the highest from one site was 30, seen by Neil Clark at Bowes Valley Nature Reserve near
Kibblesworth on the 1st June, Neil had other good counts from this site over the summer as
well. In July, Helen McDonald counted 60 at Gibside, near Rowlands Gill on the 3rd and
Dave Wainwright 53 at Inkerman, near Tow Law on the 25th. The highest total for August
came from Graham Beckwith who saw an impressive 68 at Wingate Quarry on the 20th
August, the highest count from any site for the year.
The flight season ended rather early, with only six records after the 2nd September. The last
record from a Northumberland site came from Paul Tankard who saw one at Weetslade
Country Park in North Tyneside on 23rd September. For County Durham the last record
came just a day later on 24th September and was from Graham Beckwith with two spotted at
Wingate Quarry.
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Ringlet Aphantopus hyperantus
2017: 2017 was a poor year for the ringlet with only 8,516 adults recorded, the poorest since
2012, when just 7,216 were recorded and only a little higher than the 8,011 recorded in 2011.
There were nine three figure records but these were notably lower than when the butterfly
has had a good year. Only one record exceeded 200 with the remaining eight three figure
records in the low 100’s. In good years, it is not unusual to see an individual record top 400 –
600 individuals at some sites.
There were 627 records this year, fairly typical of
recent years and this gives some confidence that the
number of adults recorded in any given year is a fairly
accurate reflection of how they have performed that
year.
The first sighting of an adult on the wing was made by
Gillian Canney on the 9th June in Crook (NZ167349)
and the last sighting by Matthew Hawking who
recorded 14 adults on the 7th September (no site
recorded, NZ2159).
The first treble figure count was of 101 adults,
recorded by Lesley Hodgson at Black Plantation
(NZ137449) on 3rd July, the last on the 18th of July by
Dave Liddle at Burn Hill (NZ067444) with a record of
123 adults. Dave also had the biggest count of the
year with 223 also at Burn Hill on 8th July.
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The flight period in 2017 at 91 days, was characteristically modest for the species relative to
its closest butterfly relatives, but well up on the low of 77 days in 2016 yet still well down on
the 124 days in 2014.
Ringlet 2017
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Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina
2017: A total of 800 records were received. These recorded 6,109 individual butterflies, well
down on the previous year. The flight period covered 134 days and Meadow Brown were
seen on 87 of these days, representing 65% of the flight period. 2016 was a very poor year
for the Meadow Brown but 2017 was even worse. The total number of Meadow Brown
recorded this year was the lowest number this century.
This makes two very bad years in a row. The generally poor summer weather may have
been a contributing factor. As a common wider countryside species it is worrying to see such
a big decline in numbers.
The season got off to an early start in both Northumberland and Durham with the first records
for both counties coming in the first half of May. Jane Lancaster found 14 at Newton Point on
7th and Mike Taylor spotted one at High Spen near Rowlands Gill on the 14th May.
The main flight period this year started in the middle
of June, which is about three weeks earlier than
normal, and extended to the middle of August. The
peak of the season in terms of the day when most
butterflies were reported was on 8th July when 503
individual Meadow Browns were seen throughout
the region. This date is earlier than normal for the
peak of Meadow Brown numbers, and the total is
considerably down on the peak numbers from
previous years. Highest individual counts were also
lower than usual. Counts of note came from Jeff
Fowler who spotted 79 at Wynyard Woodland Park,
Pickards Meadow, on 1st July and Graham Megson
with 81 at North Gare, Teesmouth NNR on 12th
July, the highest count for the region.
In
Northumberland the highest count came from Steve
Holliday who recorded 68 at East Cramlington LNR
on 17th July.
The flight season was over by the middle of August, with mostly singletons recorded from
then to early September. There were only 8 records in September this year.
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For Northumberland the final sighting came from Stephen Block who saw one at Tommy-theMiller's Field near Berwick on 12th September. In Durham the last record for the year came
from Pat Nevison who saw one at Darlington Rugby Club on 17th September, both quite early
dates for last records.
Meadow Brown 2017
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Gatekeeper Pyronia tithonus
2017: There were no records this year of this butterfly for which we are on the very northern
fringe of its range.

Grayling, photographed by Mike Coates at Cambois, Northumberland.
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Marbled White Melanargia galathea
2017: Marbled White produced only 16 records in 2017, all of which were at Wingate Quarry.
This species was introduced there as an academic experiment connected to climate change
in 2000. Whilst the butterfly has survived and indeed some of the daily counts are quite
substantial, it appears unable or unwilling to spread and colonise other apparently similar
sites in County Durham. In previous years there had been indications that perhaps it was
spreading its wings and expanding its range, but none of these indications has led to
sustained expansion. This year none was seen outside the quarry.
The first record of the season was an early report by Bob Mawson of two on 19th June.
There were eight double figure counts over the next month with the maximum being 82 by
Keith Walton on 2nd July. The last record for the year was by Ian Hillery with two on 4th
August. There were 16 records on 16 days, so all the reports, and observers, were on
different days! A total of 358 butterflies were reported but clearly the same individuals were
being seen over several days. The flight period was 47 days and it was recorded on 16 of
them (34%). Perhaps the butterfly is unable to cope with the North-east weather away from
the warmer micro-climate of the quarry. We must wait and see what future years will bring.
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Grayling Hipparchia semele
2017: The Grayling experienced a rather poor year in our region in 2017, with 129 butterflies
reported. Annual totals since 2006 have fluctuated between a low of 80 in 2014 and a high of
612 in 2006.
As is often the case, Cambois yielded the region’s first sightings.
Dick Gilhespy saw 23 there on July 7th; mainly by the railway and
Keith Smith saw several more in nearby dunes the following day.
Co. Durham’s first records were also dated July 7th with David
Miller recording 10 in the car park and along nearby paths at
Dorman’s in the Tees Valley. David made a further two doublefigure counts from the same area: 20 on July 12th and 33 on July
17th, the latter being our region’s highest count of the year.
Durham’s recording season for the species was concluded on
August 5th by Julie Hogg, who saw a single butterfly at
Greenabella. Northumberland’s last sighting was recorded by
Mike Carr at The Snook almost one month later on September
1st. This pair or recorders must specialise in late sightings as
both submitted 2016’s latest records for the respective counties.
Also of interest was the fact that no Graylings were reported
between these two dates, suggesting that Mike’s butterfly was
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unusually late or, more likely, that recording effort was not high.
As alluded to above, Grayling is probably one of the most under-recorded butterflies found in
our region. Almost all the best-known sites are either remote (e.g. Holy Island, Ross Links)
or on brownfields (e.g. Tees Valley, Blyth). If anyone feels able to commit to helping with
survey work, please contact Dave Wainwright.
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Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary Boloria selene
2017: The Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary Is found in two distinct areas in the region. In
Northumberland it is found on upland sites and is associated with wet flushes in and around
the coniferous forests of Kielder, Wark and Harwood, plus sites around Sweethope Lough
and Rothbury. In County Durham it is found in the Waskerley area on damp grassland, again
on upland sites. In county Durham a great effort has been made to improve the habitat for
the Small Pearl over the last fifteen years. A captive breeding programme has been
undertaken and reintroductions have taken place on sites where the habitat is now
considered suitable. The programme has been a huge success with many Durham sites
showing good numbers of Small Pearls. This year it would seem many people have been
seeking out the butterfly as a large number of records have been received from many
different people and record numbers of the butterfly were
reported.
The first reports were from County Durham where they were
In
first recorded at Black Plantation on 24th May.
Northumberland, Debdon near Rothbury provided the first
record on 1st June. The peak of the season was on 19th
June when a total of 213 were seen throughout the region.
The flight season lasted until mid-July when the last record
from Northumberland was received from Wark Forest on
12th July and in Durham the last sighting was a day later
from Black Plantation. This means the flight season
spanned 51 days and the butterfly was seen on 32 of these
days, representing 63% of the flight period.
In County Durham the introduction of the butterfly to Black
Plantation has been a great success. Large numbers were
reported here from many people, some counts of 80+ were received. Together with good
numbers from other Waskerley sites such as Burn Hill, Black Burn and Waskerley Way, 2017
was a bumper year for the Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary in County Durham.
In
Northumberland Debdon Plantation near Rothbury had a good year and good numbers were
reported from the traditional sites at Rushy Dene near Sweethope Lough, and in Kielder,
Wark and Harwood Forests. An interesting record was received of larvae from the remote
Scaup Burn, north of Kielder village, which is a new site for this species. This shows there
may be more colonies waiting to be found in the more remote areas of these Northumberland
forests.
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Given that Black Plantation attracted substantial and almost daily counts, many by Keith
Walton, during the flight season, the counts there have been separated out and two graphs
are presented for the north-east.
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Erratum The sighting by Alan Thornbury on 21st May 2016 at Black Plantation should have
read 21st June 2016.
Dark Green Fritillary Argynnis aglaja
2017: After a fairly poor year for this species in 2016,
hopes for an improvement in 2017 were not realised.
There were just 61 records of the Dark-green Fritillary in
2018 of a total of 213 individual butterflies compared to 58
and 250 in 2016. The species was on the wing over 81
days and was recorded on 30 of these (37%).
Dave Liddle kicked off the season for the Dark-green
Fritillary with a sighting of one at Burn Hill, County Durham
on 14th June. This was followed five days later with
records on 19th June from Bob Mawson (2 at Kelloe Bank,
Raisby Way), Chris Powell (1 at Lane Head Quarry, Nr
Stanhope) and Keith Walton (1 at Black Plantation).
There were a further three records of the species in
County Durham during June but Northumberland had to
wait until 3rd of July for its first record. This was recorded
by Andrew Craggs who recorded 6 on the Lindisfarne
National Nature Reserve. Numbers of Dark-green Fritillary seen increased during the first
half of July but sightings were then meagre for the remainder of the month and into the
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following month until the 6th of August when the species had its best day of the year with a
total of 27 seen by Mike Carr at three locations within Holy Island.
The highest count of the year was made by Mike Carr who counted 27 at the Snook on Holy
Island on 12th July. Mike also claimed second place with 21 on the 16th July, also at the
Snook, and Holy Island was also the site of the third best count which was made by Andrew
Craggs who counted 19 on 10th July. Away from Holy Island, the best counts were made by
Keith Walton who counted 11 on 6th July and 8 on the 9th July both at Raisby Way. Also
noteworthy was Dave King’s record of a singleton near Lamb’s Rigg within the Wark Forest
complex and just to the east of the boundary with Cumbria on 12th of July. This was a new
10km square for the species and underlines the fact that the western side of our region is
under-explored by lepidopterists. Exploration of suitable habitat in June and July may well
identify new locations for this species.
The season ended in Northumberland on 17th August when Mike Carr recorded 14
individuals at two locations on Holy Island. As is becoming traditional with this species, the
very last sighting of the year was made in Upper Teesdale by Ian Findlay who ensured the
flight season just made it into September with a record of a singleton on the 2nd of that month.
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Silver-washed Fritillary Argynnis paphia
2017: The Butterflies of North East England 20141 recorded the presence of the Silver
Washed Fritillary around Deepdale and Dalby Forest, in North Yorkshire, as the furthest north
records for the species in eastern England; speculating whether the butterfly, which was
recorded in the 19th century as far north as Dilston in Northumberland, might once again
cross the River Tees.
Since 2014 the Silver Washed Fritillary continues to be recorded around Dalby Forest and
has spread north with a record from Flatts Lane Country Park just south of Middlesbrough in
2015 and more importantly a single male Silver Washed photographed by Jeff Fowler on the
1st of July 2017 in Wynyard Woodland Park, well north of the Tees. In Durham, Castle Eden
Dene was the source of the only 19th century actual specimen from north of the Tees, if the
butterfly continues to expand to the north then it only has around 17km, as the butterfly flies,
to reach it’s classic haunt.
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Silver-washed
Fritillary,
photographed by Jeff
Fowler at Wynyard
Woodland Park on 1st
July 2017

1

Norman, R, Stebbings, D, Wallace, J & Le Fleming, S. Butterflies of North East England,
Northumbrian Naturalist, Natural History Society of Northumbria, Newcastle upon-Tyne, Vol
77, 2014.

Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta
2017: The report for 2016 started with a shock! Only 1481 insects were reported for the
whole of the season. 2017 has been even more of a shock! 2550 records have been
received, recording 8838 individual butterflies, a massive increase of 7243 insects over the
year.
The flight period of 295 days was about the same
as 2016 and saw the Red Admiral flying on 188 of
those days, 64% of the available time. The first
one was reported by the Alnwick Wildlife Group at
Howick on 5th March, this is a month later than the
previous year. The last of the season was seen by
Katie Linden on 24th December at Cullercoats,
again about a month later than in 2016.
Four records of over 100 insects have been
received, the largest number were recorded by
Margery and Norman Tuck at Cragside on 29th
September when they counted 250 butterflies. Of
the sightings, 1256 were of single insects, spread
throughout the region. 1119 more reports were in
single figures and 175 in double figures.
September was by far the best month to see Red
Admirals. 3058 butterflies were reported during
that month. October ran it a pretty close second
with 2068 individuals sighted. There were even 91 recorded in November.
Distribution was right across the North East England Branch area. For once, there were
plenty of sightings in the north of the region, north of Morpeth, with 358 records of 1522 Red
Admiral records, many of these from Holy Island. As usual, the Tyne Valley and Tyne and
Wear produced the greatest number of reports with Durham and Cleveland closely following.
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Painted Lady Vanessa cardui
2017: 2017 was a poor year for Painted Lady.
There were 228 records (a 62% decrease on
2016) and only 305 individual butterflies. The
flight period for the species was slightly longer
than in 2016 at 206 days (187 days in 2016) and
the butterfly was recorded on only 82 (39%) of
these days.
The season’s first record and the first for Durham,
was at Malton, by Terry Coult on the 8th April.
Mark Wilson had the first Northumberland record
at Druridge Bay on the 23rd April. Almost 90% of
counts were of singletons. There were no counts
in double figures. Dave Liddle had 8 at Burn Hill
on the 14th June but the highest count of the year
was 9 by Julie Roper at Howick on the 31st May
The last Durham record was from Mike Harris on
the 28th September at East Herrington and the
last specimen of the season was recorded in Northumberland by Lorraine Wright at
Havannah Nature Reserve on the 30th October.
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Peacock Aglais io
2017: The Peacock has made a bit of a recovery after last years’ dreadful figures, 3285
individual butterflies were counted with 1247 records being received. In 2016, the count was
2332. The flight period for 2017 was 308 days and insects were seen on 167 of those days,
just 54% of the time available. The first insect was
reported by Alnwick Wildlife Group at Amble on 8th
January and the last was seen by Duncan Hutt at
Hauxley Nature Reserve on 11th November.
A total of 678 were of individual insect recorded with 58
records being in double figures.
August was the best month to see the Peacock, 1844
individuals were recorded during the month, these
include 42 insects at The Lough, Holy Island, seen by
Mike Carr on 17th August and 28 at Sherburn Hill
reported by Graham Lonsdale on 15th August. However,
453 butterflies were recorded in April and 310 in May, a
little earlier than usual. Only 103 Peacocks were seen
during the whole of June and July. There was no late
flurry of Peacocks in 2017, and only 26 insects were
recorded during October and November.
Michael
Holmes undoubtedly recorded the highest number in and around Slaley with a total of 235
individuals.
678 records were for individual sightings with only 58 sightings in double figures.
As is usually the case, the Tyne Valley and Tyne and Wear recorded the highest number of
sightings, with County Durham close behind. Northumberland managed a fairly creditable
421 butterflies.
In comparison with the Red Admiral, whose numbers have almost magically bounced back,
the Peacock has not fared so well. It is difficult to establish why there has been such a
decline in numbers. Weather conditions obviously play a part but cannot account for such a
drop in the figures over the last two years.
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Small Tortoiseshell Aglais urticae
2017: This was another very disappointing year for Small Tortoiseshells in our region. A
total of 876 records were received of 1541 butterflies which is 77 individuals less than last
year which saw an astonishing 5116 fewer butterflies than in the previous year (2015).
The first Small Tortoiseshell seen in 2017 was by Joe Dobinson on 13th February at the
Rising Sun, Wallsend and the last recorded was seen by Barry and Jean Robinson at Craster
on 14th November.
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The highest individual counts in both flight periods
were recorded by Gemma Vance and both on the
Murton fields in North Tyneside. The first was 28 on
the 9th April and the second of 15 on 17th July. In
2017 of the 169 days in flight, only 10 days were in
double figures compared with 49 last year and 91 in
2015 when on 17 days over 100 were recorded. The
highest joint total recorded in any one day in 2017
was 62 on 8th April compared with 82 on 21st April
last year and 208 on 6th April 2015.
Small Tortoiseshells were only recorded on 169 days
being 61% of the 275 days flight period. After 2015
being by far the most successful year for the Small
Tortoiseshell in our area for over ten years, 2016 and
now 2017 have been disastrous.
Fluctuating individual numbers for the last ten years are 2008 – 1886, 2009 – 3509, 2010
– 4357, 2011 – 3746, 2012 – 2478, 2013 – 4633, 2014 – 4445, 2015 – 6734, 2016 –
1618 and now 2017 – 1541. This shows 2017 to be the worst year recorded for Small
Tortoiseshells in our region for over ten years.
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Camberwell Beauty Nymphalis antiopa
2017: There were no records of this dramatic vagrant from the east in 2017.

Green Hairstreak, photographed by Mike Coates at Dipton Woods
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Comma Polygonia c-album
2017: The first Comma of the season was seen on 28th February by Derek Charlton at
Hetton Bogs. This was earlier that 2016 by just fourteen days. The last one, on 5th
November was spotted at Broompark Picnic Site by Keith Walton. The flight period was
slightly longer than the previous year, however, the butterfly flew during 54% of the total flight
time, one hundred and thirty-five days from a total of two hundred and fifty-one possible days.
An increase of 17% of the flight time, due perhaps to the long dry spell during the early
summer.
The Comma fared much better in 2017. Five hundred and
fifteen Commas were recorded during the season, three
hundred and seventy-one of those were single insect
sightings. No sightings were recorded for double figures at
all.
This total is considerably better in comparison to 2016, when
only three hundred and sixteen individual butterflies were
recorded. The count for 2017 is considerably more than half
as many again on the previous years’ total. Once again,
August was the best month to see a Comma, when one
hundred and forty two individuals were recorded, almost one
third of the total sightings, although the peak individual day
was 5th October with 36 individuals reported.
As in previous years, most sightings were in the southern
parts of the region. Only nine records came from north of Morpeth, the butterfly did not
venture very far to the north again. Tyne and Wear along with the Tyne Valley westward had
most of the sightings, although County Durham was also well represented.
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Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas
2017: One to three larvae were found during the winter at Kelloe Bank (Raisby Way)
between 21st - 27th February by Bob Mawson. However, the first report of a butterfly on the
wing came from County Durham and involved one at Bishop Middleham Quarry on 8th April
by Stephen Goodhart. It was not until 2nd May when the first, also a single, was found in
Northumberland, at Cambois (Steve Holliday). This compares favourably with the first report
dates of 5th May and 1st May in 2015 and 2016 respectively.
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The species was generally reported in small numbers and only one site recorded double
figures: Burn Hill (Co. Durham), where 17 on 26th May increased to 34 by 31st, with 18
present on 14th June (Dave Liddle). Counts of five to nine came from Chapman’s Well,
Hedleyhope Fell, Horsleyhope Burn, Kelloe Bank, Tanfield Lea Marsh and Waskerly Way (all
Co. Durham) and Seghill (Northumberland).
The most productive days were 31st May, when a total of 42
butterflies was counted from six sites, and 3rd June, when 33
were noted at four sites. Two smaller peaks occurred in
August, with totals of 24 on both 13th and 17th. A steady
decline occurred thereafter, and only one to three were
noted at 16 sites between 6th - 24th September. The last of
the year were singles at Kelloe Bank (Co. Durham) on 28th
September (R.Mawson) and Branton (Northumberland) on
15th October (Alnwick Wildlife Group). A single larva was
found at Kelloe Bank (Raisby Way) on 1st October (R
Mawson).
A total of 531 individuals in 2017 was greater than in 2016
(288) and 2015 (427). An average of 2.1 butterflies per
report in 2017 was also higher than in 2016 (1.8) but a little
below 2015 (2.4).
A flight season of 191 days compared to 157 days in 2016 and 156 days in 2015, and the
butterfly was recorded on a total of 99 days (52%) during this period (cp. a flight season of 70
days (45%) in 2016).
Small Coppers were recorded in 96 tetrads from a total of 594 tetrads that received a visit,
giving a mean figure of 16%.
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Purple Hairstreak Favonius quercus
2017: There were 10 records from 5 recorders. This is a species which typically generates
only a small number of records each year.
The first record was by Dick Gilhespy on the 12th July with
a strong count of 20 from Havannah, which is a new site,
long suspected but not confirmed till now. Dick followed
this up with another new site at Bellasis Bridge on the 16th
July with a reported count of 12. Incidentally these were
the only reports in double figures. Graham Beckworth
saw three Purple Hairstreak at Aykley Wood on the 18th
July, and Phillip Jordan and Jane Gray reported 2
sightings on the 5th August at Gosforht Park NR. All other
reports were for singles. The final report also came from
Phillip Jordan and Jane Gray, on the 26th August where
they again saw a single individual at Gosforth Park Nature
Reserve.
This butterfly was recorded over two months, July and
August with no reports from September.
It is worth looking for this butterfly in any woodland containing sheltered sunny oak trees. It is
almost certain that it is under recorded probably due to its behaviour. It stays largely in the
tree canopy and needs to be actively looked for, particularly late in the day, hence we receive
few casual records, and many of those are from well-known sites. I may also add that most
sightings are seen with its wings shut but when seen with its wings open and showing the
glorious purple it is a fine butterfly and worth the effort to find it.
Purple Hairstreak 2017
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Green Hairstreak Callophrys rubi
2017 24 reports from 9 observers were received. In total 152 individual butterflies were
recorded on 12 days between 9th April and 1st June.
With reports from only 9 people and 75% of records from Dipton Woods, it is difficult to draw
any conclusions about Green Hairstreak butterflies in the North East.
The first record of the year was 2 individuals seen by Keith Smith in Dipton Woods on 9th
April. Green Hairstreaks were then seen flying in Dipton woods throughout May with a total
of 115 recorded throughout the flight period. The numbers recorded in Dipton Woods
suggest a fairly good year for the species but this is not supported by the lack of reports from
other parts of the region.
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The last record of the year was an individual recorded by
Dave Wainwright on Hedleyhope Fell on 1st June.
Green Hairstreak remains an under-recorded species which
is great pity for such a charming spring butterfly. In the
northeast the butterfly is usually found in moorland areas
often in reasonably remote but sheltered locations where
Bilberry is present.
The numbers of this early season upland butterfly recorded
each year appears to depend on the spring weather. Dry
and sunny springs such as those experienced in 2011 or
2014 result in higher numbers than the poor spring weather
of 2012 and 2013. The sunny days encourage both
butterflies and their recorders!
Green Hairstreak 2017
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White-letter Hairstreak Satyrium w-album
2017: There were 32 records from 16 recorders. As with Purple Hairstreak, the Branch
Recorders typically only receive a small number of
records each year.
The first record for this butterfly was by Martin
Partridge on 17th June in Billingham, seen for the
second year at this site. There were no sightings in
double figures, the highest count being from K
Walton where he saw 7 individuals at Wingate
Quarry on the 16th July.
Steve Austin saw 6
individuals earlier in the month at the A1 roundabout
near Chester Le Street. Most sightings were in June
and July with just 2 records from August. The last
record received was from Julia Meldrum and Chris
Tomlinson on the 10th August at their Crowden Hill
Plantation transect. This was the most northerly site
in 2017.
The flight period lasted a total of 55 days and the
butterfly was seen on 17days, (31%).
This butterfly can sustain itself on fairly small elm trees (the larval food plant) and is worth
looking for anywhere that Elm trees occur. On warm days the adult butterflies will
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occasionally descend from the Elms to nectar on flowers, both bramble and thistle being a
favourite. Checking out these at the base of the trees can often be productive. Like the
Purple and Green Hairstreaks, this again is probably an under recorded butterfly.
Jonathan Wallace is to be congratulated on finding larvae at The Quarry in Cowgate,
Newcastle and at Big Waters NR on 20th May and at Crowden Hill Plantation near Morpeth
the next day. He then found pupa at Big Waters on 26th May! All the finds were on Elm.
Following the find of an individual on the north side of the Tweed near Paxton House, just
west of Berwick, in 2017, egg searches in the winter of 2017/8 and sightings in the 2018 flight
period indicated that the butterfly was present in the southern part of Berwickshire. Findings
on the River Aln at Alnwick were also made by Stewart Sexton and John Rutter of the
butterfly in 2018, (to be reported in the next annual summary). It seems clear that the
butterfly is present and waiting to be found in 2019 at more sites between Morpeth and
Berwick. The valley of the Till might well yield sightings..
White-letter Hairstreak
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ERRATUM. In the report for 2016, it was stated that Jonathan Wallace found 5 ova at
Crowden Hill Plantation on 31 May. These were in fact larvae.

Photograph of White-letter Hairstreak by Mike Coates at Bywell Bridge.
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Holly Blue Celastrina argiolus
2017: Another disastrous year for Holly Blues in our region and the worst since 2009. There
were only 24 records received of 24 butterflies compared with 51 butterflies last year and 101
butterflies the year before (2015). Overall numbers have been increasing in our region in
recent years since only one individual was recorded in 2001, three in 2002, increasing to 284
individuals in 2007 then crashing to only 7 recorded in 2009. Numbers slowly increased
thereafter with 162 recorded in 2012.
Of these 2017 records all 24 were single specimens, 12
being south of the Tyne, 9 in North Tyneside, 1 at
Throckley and 2 at Wylam being the most westerly. The
furthest north as in 2017 was at Whitley Bay. The first
Holly Blue seen in 2017 was by Mike Taylor on 8th April
at Throckley and the last recorded was seen by Graham
Beckwith at Chester-le-Street on 19th September.
The first brood was seen on the wing from 8th April until
2nd June with 15 individuals recorded. Then there were
almost eight weeks without records till the second brood
was recorded for only eight weeks from 26th July until 19th
September with a count of 9 individuals. Holly Blues
were recorded on only 23 days compared with 25 in 2016
being just 14% of the 165 days flight period.
They were only seen in 12 Tetrads in 2017 and none in
Northumberland north of Tyneside, compared with 31 in 2012 before these last poor years.
The total number of tetrads that they have now been recorded in stands at 146, with only two
new tetrads in 2017.
Holly Blue 2017
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Brown Argus Aricia agestis
2017: This year we had seven records of Brown Argus from three different sites. The total of
36 butterflies was the highest seen for many years. As one would expect all the sightings
were from the south of the region. Six out of the seven records were from two sites in the
Teesside area, the other record being from Wingate Quarry.
Martin Partridge reported most of the sightings. He visited the JM Biodiversity site near
Billingham on four occasions between 18th May and 17th June and saw a total of 29 Brown
Argus on these visits, the most being fifteen on 26th May. This is a great effort on the part of
Martin to record this regional rarity. These were the only spring sightings.
Later in the summer Martin returned to the JM Biodiversity site and saw two second
generation Brown Argus on 25th August. Of the two other records submitted one came from
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Tetrad map of Brown Argus, showing
all records, from 2006 to 2017. It has
now been recorded in 13 tetrads

Malcolm Birtle who reported two Brown Argus at
Cowpen Woodland Park, near Billingham on 10th
August. This site is about two and a half miles
from the JM Biodiversity site. The remaining
record was sent in by Julie Hogg who saw three
at Wingate Quarry on 2nd September. This is the
second year running the butterfly has been seen
at Wingate Quarry. Altogether this was a very
positive year for the Brown Argus.
As in previous years, records of Brown Argus
at known Northern Brown Argus sites during
the flight period of Northern Brown Argus
must be supported by documentation,
preferably photographs.

Brown Argus 2017
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Brown Argus, photographed by Julie Hogg at Wingate Quarry on 2nd September 2017
Another Brown Argus photo is on page 43
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Northern Brown Argus Aricia artaxerxes
2017: Following a bumper year in 2016, 2017 was not great for the Northern Brown Argus.
Stephen Goodhart and Keith Walton both saw three at Bishop Middleham Quarry on May
18th, an extremely early date for this species. Whether the early (and late) specimens now
recorded regularly at a couple of our inland limestone sites are Northern Brown Argus, or are
in fact the northwards-expanding Brown Argus is a moot point. Of course, many species now
fly earlier than was once the case so either scenario is possible. Several other recorders
also submitted pre-June records from this site.
Records were received from only a handful of other sites:
Thrislington NNR (Graham Beckwith, Val Standen and
Steve Austin), Raisby Hill (Steve Austin and Mike Hunter)
and Pittington Hill (John Charlton). Only five double-figure
counts were received; the best of these was Stephen
Goodhart’s 19 from Bishop Middleham Quarry on June
11th, marginally higher than Val Standen’s count of 18 from
Thrislington NNR on June 17th.
Stephen’s count
contributed the bulk of the total that confirmed June 11th as
peak flight period for this species.
Stephen Goodhart also recorded our region’s latest record
of one butterfly, again at Bishop Middleham, on July 25th.
Data from the two main transects that sample this species,
Bishop Middleham Quarry and Thrislington Plantation
NNR, indicate that numbers at the respective sites in 2017 were approximately one half and
one third of corresponding totals from 2016.
Northern Brown Argus 2017
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Common Blue Polyommatus icarus
2017 There were 397 reports in 2017 with 1864 individuals recorded between 18th May and
15th October. Although there were a similar number of reports to previous years the total of
individuals recorded were much lower, comparable with 2014, when 1733 were recorded, the
worst in the last 20 years. Numbers of Common Blues were low on sites throughout the
region. This was particularly notable on coastal sites after the higher numbers in 2016. Even
on well known sites such as Wingate quarry 103 butterflies were recorded compared with a
total of 896 individuals 2016.
The first records of 2017 were on 18th May with 7 reports of Common Blue flying around the
region. The highest numbers recorded during 2017 were 50 flying at J M Biodiversity site in
Billingham on 3rd June where 40 were recorded on 26th May and 8 on 25th August.
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Other notable records were 41 at Knibblesworth
recorded by Neil Clark on 1st June and 34 recorded
by Keith Walton and Ron Henderson at Bishop
Middleham Quarry on 31st May. At the same site
Stephen Goodhart recorded 31 common blues
flying on 28th May and 32 on 11th June. Many other
recorders reported numbers of Common Blue at the
Quarry. As in previous years Common Blues were
found flying across the region in August but in 2017
numbers were low with 12 flying at North Gare the
highest from Graham Megson on 25th August. The
last Northumberland record of the year was an
individual recorded by Stephen Block at Tommythe-Miller’s Field, Berwick on 5th October and the
last Durham record was by Neil Clark at Bowes
Valley NR.
Both nationally and regionally Common Blue is the
UK’s most common blue butterfly. In the Northeast it was formerly most abundant on the
coastal dunes and the Magnesian Limestone grassland of County Durham and was equally
at home on brownfield sites where Common Bird’s-foot Trefoil is growing. It is to be hoped
that the low numbers flying in 2017 are not a pattern for the future.
Common Blue 2017
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We always need new photos. The Branch would also welcome any feedback or suggestions
to improve future editions of the Annual Report. Please send us photographs, line drawings,
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suggestions and articles for both the newsletters and annual reports.
welcome.

They are always

Accepting Records
With the increasing number of butterfly records now being submitted, and with it the
increasing chances of finding locally rare species, a reminder that photographs and
descriptions in support of Essex Skipper, Brown Argus, Camberwell Beauty, Gatekeeper,
Brimstone and any other more unusual butterfly are essential.
In the absence of any
photographs, a detailed description for rare species should be submitted. A brief description
should also accompany any out of place records, such as a species seen outside its normal
flight period, e.g. a Small Skipper seen in the first week of June or earlier, or a species seen
well outside its currently known range, for example Northern Brown Argus in
Northumberland.
The Records Committee may look at any record, particularly for rarer species or species
seen at unusual times or places or in unusual numbers. The Committee will assess such
records and may decline to accept them.
Feedback
When processing and analysing almost fifteen thousand records, plus comparisons to
previous years, it is almost inevitable some mistakes will slip through. If anyone does notice
any errors please inform your Butterfly Recorders.

Brown Argus photographed by Martin Partridge at JM Biodiversity Site in Billingham
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FLIGHT PERIOD TABLE
This table relates to both Durham and Northumberland, and records the first and last flying record of each
species for the three-year period 2014 to 2017. Insects found in undisturbed hibernation or in the larval stage
have been excluded. For ease of reference, any record early / late sightings during the BNM project period
1995 – 2017 are included in the last two columns. Six earliest and one latest record dates, (shown in bold) were
beaten or equalled in 2017. One or two dates may differ from previous tables due to additional records or
reappraisal.
FLIGHT PERIOD TABLE
Record
Record latest
Species
2015
2016
2017
earliest

Dingy Skipper

23 Apr

16 Jul

8 May

16 Jul

28-Apr

25-Jun

18-Apr-03

22-Aug-09

Small Skipper

12 Jun

25 Sep

9 Jun

10 Sep

11-May

15-Sep

11-May-17

10-Oct-01

Essex Skipper

27 Jul

8 Aug

23 Jul

16 Aug

2-Jul

20-Jul

23 Jul

16 Aug

Large Skipper

3 Jun

27 Aug

5 Jun

23 Aug

25-May

6-Sep

11-Sep-12

Orange-tip

8 Apr

20 Jul

17 Apr

7 Aug

6-Mar

29-Jul

19-May07/11
5-Mar-11

Large White

16 Apr

10 Oct

7 Apr

15 Oct

22-Mar

13-Oct

8-Mar-11

27-Dec-13

Small White

2 Apr

20 Oct

25 Mar

19 Oct

12-Mar

25-Oct

3-Mar-99

1-Nov-11

Green-veined White

5 Apr

1 Oct

17 Apr

8 Oct

15-Mar

30-Sep

8-Mar-11

28-Oct-11

Clouded Yellow

6 Oct

6 Oct

15-Aug

30-Aug

23-May-06

15-Oct-00

Brimstone

2 Apr

18 Oct

19 Apr

13 Sep

1-Apr

19-Sep

1-Apr-17

28-Sep-11

10-Sep-06

Wall

1 May

1 Oct

11 May

25 Sep

9-Apr

21-Sep

4-Apr-07

12-Nov-11

Speckled Wood

6 Apr

17 Nov

8 Apr

11 Nov

9-Mar

2-Nov

5-Mar-11

12-Nov-13

Large Heath

3 Jul

6 Jul

14 Jul

1 Aug

18-Jun

17-Jul

4-Jun-96

Small Heath

14 May

15 Oct

20 May

22 Sep

17-May

24-Sep

22-Apr-11

14-Aug96/12
28-Oct-11

Ringlet

10 Jun

6 Sep

20 Jun

4 Sep

9-Jun

7-Sep

14-May-12

2-Oct-01

Meadow Brown

28 May

2 Oct

20 May

6 Oct

7-May

17-Sep

4-Apr-99

14-Oct-95

14-Jul-06

2-Sep-10

Gatekeeper
Marbled White

29 Jun

27 Aug

3 Jul

18 Aug

19-Jun

4-Aug

19-Jun-17

26-Aug-08

Grayling

1 Jul

24 Aug

3 Jul

26 Aug

6-Jul

1-Sep

18-Jun-11

11-Sep-05

Small Pearlbordered Frit.
Dark Green Fritillary

7 Jun

24 Jul

21 May

23 Jul

24-May

7-Aug

15-May-11

21-Aug-07

16 Jun

27 Sep

17 May

13 Sep

14-Jun

2-Sep

17-May-16

13-Sep-16

1-Jul

1-Jul

1-Jul-17

1-Jul-17

Silver-washed Fritillary

Red Admiral

2 Apr

25 Nov

8 Feb

30 Nov

5-Mar

24-Dec

23-Jan-06

28-Dec-07

Painted Lady

15 Apr

1 Nov

18 Apr

21 Oct

8-Apr

30-Oct

27-Mar-11

7-Nov-03

Peacock

4 Jan

16 Dec

13 Mar

16 Nov

8-Jan

11-Nov

8-Jan-96/17

23-Dec-05

Small Tortoiseshell

19 Jan

10 Dec

13 Jan

30 Oct

13-Feb

14-Nov

1-Jan-05

27-Dec-05

6-Jul-06

10-Sep-06

Camberwell Beauty
Comma

22 Mar

17 Dec

13 Mar

16 Nov

28-Feb

5-Nov

3-Feb-07

18-Nov-08

Small Copper

1 May

4 Oct

5 May

8 Oct

8-Apr

15-Oct

26-Mar-12

30-Oct-13

Purple Hairstreak

14 Jul

22 Aug

7 Jul

29 Aug

12-Jul

26-Aug

4-Jul-11

12-Sep-05

Green Hairstreak

19 Apr

16 Jun

20 Apr

5 Jun

9-Apr

1-Jun

29-Mar-12

27-Jul-98/08

White-letter Hairstreak

7 Jul

26 Aug

14 Jul

29 Aug

!7-Jun

10-Aug

15-Jun-11

29 Aug 16

Holly Blue

21 Apr

16 Sep

19 Apr

10 Sep

8-Apr

19-Sep

26-Mar-12

21-Oct-06

Brown Argus

30 Jun

4 Sep

16 Aug

13 Sep

18-May

2-Sep

23-Apr-11

21-Oct-12

Northern Brown Argus

26 May

12 Aug

4 Jun

7 Sep

18-May

25-Jul

18-May-17

7-Sep-16

Common Blue

23 Apr

17 Oct

8 May

27 Sep

18-May

15-Oct

15-Apr-11

26-Oct-08

New earliest and latest dates in 2017 are shown in bold print.
Other species: High Brown Fritillary – 30-July-2006, Long-tailed Blue – 12 / 13-March 2009 and 23-July 2013
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TETRAD OCCUPANCY IN NORTHEAST ENGLAND COMPARISONS FOR RECENT PHASES OF THE
BUTTERFLIES OF THE NEW MILLENNIUM PROJECT
Tetrads over the period
2000 – 2017
(% of all
1910 recorded tetrads)

Tetrads in
2014 (% of all
579 recorded
tetrads)

Tetrads in
2015 (% of all
664 recorded
tetrads)

Tetrads in
2016 (% of all
709 recorded
tetrads)

Tetrads in
2017 (% of all
594 recorded
tetrads)

336 (58%)

340 (51%)

381 (54%)

252 (42%)

Green-veined White

1402 (73%)

300 (52%)

347 (52%)

269 (38%)

233 (39%)

Small Tortoiseshell

1266 (66%)

304 (52%)

289 (43%)

270 (38%)

253 (42%)

Peacock

1246 (65%)

220 (38%)

271 (41%)

243 (34%)

212 (35%)

Meadow Brown

1117 (58%)

520(43%)

248 (37%)

231 (33%)

378 (63%)

Red Admiral

1147 (60%)

190 (33%)
226 (50%)

204 (31%)
200 (31%)

279 (39%)
227 (32%)

231 (39%)
197 (33%)

Large White
Small White

1049 (55%)
978 (51%)

175 (30%)

190 (29%)

190 (27%)

185 (31%)

Orange-tip

972 (51%)

212 (37%)

243 (37%)

250 (35%)

189 (32%)

Ringlet

966 (51%)

79 (14%)

123 (19%)

218 (31%)

113 (19%)

Painted Lady

871 (46%)

122 (215)

145 (22%)

117 (17%)

107 (18%)

Small Heath

705 (37%)

144 (25%)

111(17%)

113 (16%)

102 (17%)

Wall

673 (35%)

123 (21%)

190 (29%)

154 (22%)

131 (22%)

Small Skipper

647 (34%)

109 (19%)

142(21%)

128 (18%)

113 (19%)

Common Blue

632 (33%)

135 (23%)

139 (21%)

107 (15%)

149 (25%)

Comma

637 (33%)

87 (15%)

87 (13%)

88 (12%)

96 (16%)

Small Copper

615 (32%)

245 (42%)

246 (37%)

261 (37%)

260 (43%)

Speckled Wood

619 (32%)

95 (16%)

106 (16%)

102 (14%)

83 (14%)

Large Skipper

474 (25%)

43 (7%)

43 (6%)

77 (11%)

41 (7%)

Dingy Skipper

205 (11%)

20 (4%)

51 (8%)

24 (3%)

19 (3%)

Dark Green Fritillary

149 (8%)

19 (3%)

27 (4%)

19 (3%)

12 (2%)

Holly Blue

146 (8%)

16 (3%)

11 (2%)

13 (2%)

11 (2%)

White-letter Hairstreak

120 (6%)

Species

15 (3%)

16 (2%)

14 (2%)

6 (1%)

Purple Hairstreak

103 (5%)

6 (1%)

2 (0.3%)

5 (0.7%)

6 (1%)

Large Heath

97 (5%)

12 (3%)

10 (2%)

13 (2%)

7 (1%)

Green Hairstreak

88 (5%)

5 (1%)

1(0.1%)

-

3 (0.5%)

Clouded Yellow

86 (5%)

15 (3%)

28 (4%)

19 (3%)

16 (3%)

Small Pearl-bord. Frit.

85 (4%)

8 (1%)

15 (2%)

10 (1%)

7 (1%)

Grayling

57 (3%)

6 (1%)

6 (1%)

6 (0.8%)

7 (1%)

Brimstone

52 (3%)

7 (1%)

11 (2%)

16 (2%)

8 (1%)

Northern Brown Argus

35 (2%)

-

15 (2%)

10 (1%)

6 (1%)

Essex Skipper

20 (1%)

1 (0.2%)
1 (0.2%)
-

3 (0.4%)
3 (0.4%)
-

3 (0.4%)
2 (0.1%)
-

3 (0.5%)
3 (0.5%)

Brown Argus
13 (0.7%)
Marbled White
15 (0.8%)
Gatekeeper
8 (0.4%)
Camberwell Beauty
7 (0.4%)
1 (0.2%)
Silver-washed Fritillary
1(0.05%)
Tetrads
1910
32
33
32
34
Species
Occupancy figures for the previous 5-year periods, (1995-1999, 2000-2004, 2005-2009) are given in previous
reports.
Other species: High Brown Fritillary - 1 tetrad in 2006, Long-tailed Blue - 1 tetrad in 2009 and 1 tetrad in 2013.
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SUBMITTING MOTH RECORDS IN 2018
Over 1200 species of moth have been recorded in our region, some common and widespread, others
represented by very few, or in some cases, only a single record. Submitting records of moths helps to
improve our understanding of the distribution and abundance of these fascinating insects and to
enable potential problems they may be experiencing to be detected. Separate databases are
maintained for Durham and Northumberland and records should be submitted to the appropriate
recorder depending on where they are made.
In all cases the following information should be recorded:
Species
name:
Location:
Grid
reference:
Vice County:

Please indicate scientific and (where there is one) common names.
Where the moth was recorded.
Ideally a six-figure grid reference for the location.

66 for Durham, 67 for South Northumberland and 68 for North
Northumberland.
Date :
For light trapping records the convention is that the date should be
that of the
evening when the trap is set rather than the morning when it is
emptied.
Recorder:
Name of the person who caught/observed the moth(s).
Determiner:
The name of the person who identified the moth(s) (if different to the
recorder).
Life
cycle i.e. adult, pupa, caterpillar or egg.
stage:
Quantity:
The number of each species recorded.
Method:
Type of trap, field record, or how the moth was caught.
Durham (Vice County 66)
Records should be submitted to either of the joint moth recorders for Durham:
Keith Dover
Tim Barker
4 Lindisfarne Avenue
26 Farrier Close
Chester-le-Street, Co. Durham
Pity Me, Durham, DH1 5XY
e-mail: k.dover879@btinternet .com
e-mail: tim@tapandspile.co.uk
A spreadsheet for the submission of moth records for County Durham can be downloaded from
www.northeast-butterflies.org.uk/recording
Northumberland (Vice County 67 and Vice County 68)
Records should be submitted to Tom Tams, the moth recorder for Northumberland,
191 Links Road, Tynemouth, Northumberland. Tel: 0191 272 8499
e-mail: tom-tams@blueyonder.co.uk or recorder@northumberlansmoths.org.uk
Full details for submitting records in Northumberland, including a downloadable spreadsheet are
given at www.northumberlandmoths.org.uk.
Validation
It is important that records are accurate and based on correct identifications and one of the
responsibilities of the County Recorders is to scrutinise submitted records and check that this is the
case. For any records of rare species, easily confused species or records of species that are outside
their usual geographic range or flight period they may ask for supporting evidence to be supplied
before the record is accepted. Suitable evidence may include good quality photographs, or sight of
the actual specimen (moths can be kept captive for a day or two in a pot in a cool place
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SUBMITTING BUTTERFLY RECORDS IN 2018
Records are the bedrock of conservation and the North East Branch welcomes records of
all species, for all dates and places, and of course for all forms.
As in previous years, there are two ways of sending your records in. For those without a
home computer, the existing yellow paper casual record sheets will continue unchanged.
However, if you have a PC, the Branch would strongly urge you to send in your records
using a spreadsheet such as Microsoft Excel or equivalent. Each record should occupy
one line and the format of the spreadsheet should look something like the following
example:
A
1 Name/s of
recorder/s
2 Name/s of
recorder/s
3 Name/s of
recorder/s

B
C
NZ274423 Palace Green,
Durham City
NZ196858 Morpeth
(riverside)
NZ2514
Baydale Beck
Darlington

D
22-Aug-2018

F
7

G

24-Sep-2018

E
Large
White
Peacock

2

Very worn

1-Jul-2018

Comma

1

Hutchinsoni
form

Column A - Recorder/s names.
Column B - Grid reference, which should be two letters, (NT, NU, NY or NZ), followed by
four or six numbers. The first two (or three) numbers are the Easting, read from the top or
bottom of OS maps, the last two, (or three) numbers represent the Northing, read from
either side of the map.
Column C - Site name. For obscure place names please include a nearby town or village.
Column D - Date-please try to follow the format shown, (this is really important)
Column E - The full name, not abbreviated, of the species seen.
Column F- Please give the actual number seen if possible, we prefer not to use letters
for abundance, (A,B,C,D,E). For larva (L), ova (O), pupa (P) or mating (M) records, please
use the appropriate code letter, optionally adding numbers seen.
Column G - For any comments you may wish to add.
Optionally, you can add a habitat code to an extra column, (column H), if you wish.
A blank spreadsheet, with the date formatted, is available, if needed, from the website.
Electronic records are most easily sent as an email attachment. The deadline for records to
be included, and credited, in each Annual Report is 30th November of each year.
Please send all records, wherever you live to
records@northeast-butterflies.org.uk
Paper records
Roger Norman,
1 Prestwick Gardens
Kenton,
Newcastle upon Tyne NE3 3DN
To avoid records being lost on the internet, we will try to acknowledge all emails within 14
days. If you do not hear from us please telephone us.
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Tel: 01325 460 198
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