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RECORDERS’ REVIEW 

We must apologise for the very late appearance of this annual report. Several factors 

contributed including the introduction by Butterfly Conservation of new software compatible 

with the present generation of computers. This allows us to collate the records you have sent 

in and to produce the graphs and distribution maps from them.  

We are still learning how to integrate maps from previous years with those for 2014, so the 

maps included in this report indicate only the tetrads for sightings made in 2014. We hope to 

have the usual maps showing past, known distribution as well as indicating new tetrads in 

next year’s ‘Summary’. We intend to make sure this comes out as normal around Easter 

time. 

The statistics included in the species reports are aggregates of casual records and transect 

counts; while transects are systematic, casual records are just that and the figures given 

should not be taken as giving much more than an impression of how a species is faring. 

Taken at face value they can sometimes seem alarming; a pinch or two of salt might be 

advisable.   

The figures that emerge from the species accounts are not encouraging, but this is partly due 

to a slightly lower than last year total of records submitted. It is also possible, but not always 

tenable to blame poor weather during a species’ flight period: Dingy Skipper’s below-par 

performance may be attributable to the wet and dull April-June period, but Orange Tip and 

Green Hairstreak, also early fliers, had one of their better years, as did Brimstone, which 

found May survivable here though it is not known to breed in our region.   

Some butterflies are difficult to see at the best of times and therefore probably under-

reported. Grayling is easy to overlook, Purple and White-letter Hairstreaks spend most of 

their time in the tree tops and Large Heath which has its English stronghold in 

Northumberland inhabits inaccessible upland bogs; its flight period being short, few people 

get to see it at all.   

Overall the impression gained from 

the species accounts in 2014 is a 

little disappointing: records for a 

number of species are significantly 

down on the previous year’s, 

including Dingy Skipper, Small 

Copper, Holly Blue, Northern Brown 

Argus and Common Blue. Even. 

Meadow Brown sightings were down 

and Grayling records are worryingly 

low.  

 

 

 

Dingy Skipper - Terry Coult 
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Small Heath has been reported in trouble down south and appears to be declining now in the 

North East, and the double-brooded Wall is in decline nationally as well as regionally. Its 

fellow satyrid Speckled Wood continues to thrive, however, with several sightings of fifty or 

more. While there were fewer sightings of Large and Small Whites, Green-veined Whites 

were seen more often than in 2013.   

On a happier note, Peacock thrived and Small Tortoiseshell held its own, while Red Admiral 

was back where it should have been with sightings up more than 400% on its dismal showing 

in 2013. Its fellow migrant, Painted Lady, was a third less visible, however, and Comma was 

still thin on the ground north of Morpeth. It was encouraging that a new site for Dingy Skipper 

was found in North Tyneside where one might expect it to be more widespread. Small Pearl-

bordered Fritillary prospered, though Gatekeeper still refuses to come over the Tees. 

From records we can discover which species 

are in decline and sufficiently rare nationally 

to require assistance to survive. 

Conservation work is concentrated on these 

target species: Dingy Skipper, Small Pearl-

bordered Fritillary and Northern Brown Argus 

are among those who should feel grateful to 

our conservation officers and their volunteers 

as well as to the volunteers helping the 

counties’ Wildlife Trusts, County Councils, 

National Trust and others for improving their 

habitats. We have no reserves of our own in 

this region, but are involved whenever 

possible when appeals are made to help with 

managing sites for wildlife.  

Clouded Yellow - Terry Coult 

As a complement to conservation in the hope of increasing public awareness and to promote 

butterfly-friendly action in the future our members are invited to deliver talks in schools and to 

publicise Butterfly Conservation at country shows. Planned guided walks at known butterfly 

hotspots are prone to be frustrated by the weather, but will again be attempted in the future. 

Due to software problems with the new database, one or two recorders contributions may not 

have been included in the report.  If your name is missing from the Contributors list or notable 

records appear to be missing from the accounts, please accept our apologies and please 

contact one of the Recorders.  

Up-to-date butterfly news for our region is provided on our website: 

 www.northeast-butterflies .org.uk 

and there is a facebook page. Contributions to this are welcome. 

Finally, a big thank you to everyone who submitted records last year. Please keep them 
coming. 
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WEATHER SUMMARY: 2014 

 

Durham University Observatory, County Durham 

Elevation: 100 metres (328ft), Grid Reference NZ 267 415 

 
TEMPERATURE, RAINFALL and SUNSHINE 

and DIFFERENCES from 1961 - 1990 AVERAGES 

Month Mean (
O
C) 

O
C Difference Rain (mm) % of Average Sun (hr) % of Average 

January 4.8 1.8 91.2 154 54.1 101 

February 5.7 2.5 38 91 98.4 151 

March 6.7 1.7 29.6 58 125.6 119 

April 9.2 2.2 49.4 104 114.8 86 

May 11.3 1.4 88.2 169 123.9 74 

June 14.3 1.3 55.4 107 114.5 70 

July 16.5 1.7 49.2 95.3 170.3 110 

August 14.1 -0.6 74.2 111 136.5 88 

September 14.0 1.3 21 37.8 116.7 94 

October 11.7 1.9 39.4 75 87.4 94 

November 7.6 1.9 64 103 51.9 72 

December 4.9 1.0 27 47 96 210 

2014 10.1 1.5 626.6 96.5 1290.1 97 

 

 

As in 2013, our weather information comes from the Observatory in Durham City as it is 
slightly more central than the previously quoted Copley station for the Branch’s area, being 
more northerly and easterly and at a lower altitude, (100m, 328ft). It should therefore be more 
representative of the weather that the two counties experience. 
 
Acknowledgments: The Branch is grateful to Professor Tim Burt of the Department of 
Geography at Durham University for providing weather data via his website, 
(http://www.geography.dur.ac.uk/projects/weather).  Please note that the long-term averages 
used are the 30-year averages for 1961-1990. 
 
These three graphs show the main features of the weather in 2014.  The main feature was 
the above-average temperature for all months except August.  After a run of poor summers, 
this warmth should have helped our butterflies to continue their recovery, following on as it 
did from the hot July of 2013. The only poor aspect of the summer was the rather 
disappointing weather in May, which was wetter and duller than average.  
 

 

Monthly temperature at Durham University 

Weather Station in 2014
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Monthly rainfall at Durham University Weather 

Station in 2014
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Monthly sunshine at Durham University Weather 

Station in 2014
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                            Marbled White - Ian Waller 
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ALL SPECIES RECORDS  2014 
 
 

 

 
Above is a tetrad map of all records received for 2014. 
 
The branch does cover a large area and in some 
places there are only a few recorders. A quick glance 
shows five 10km squares with no butterfly sightings 
and several more with only one tetrad covered in 
2014. That said, many thanks for taking the time to 
get out and note down the butterflies you've seen, be 
it the garden, nature reserve or the countryside. Every 
butterfly counts. 
           Small Tortoiseshell - Ian Waller 
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Dingy Skipper Erynnis tages 

 
2014:   Bob Mawson (as he so often does) recorded the regions first Dingy Skipper from 
Raisby Way.   Bob had to wait until 3rd May for his first and recorded another the following 
day.   Mark Richardson was the next recorder to strike lucky in VC66 with a singleton at 
Bishop Middleham Quarry on the 6th.   As is customary, the first sighting north of the Tyne 
was a little later; Jonathan Wallace recorded a pair at Paradise LNR on May 11th. 
 
There were no outstandingly high counts in 2014, although Keith Walton counted 38 at 
Wingate Quarry which was notable and was also our region’s highest 
 

Gary Whitton also recorded several double 
figure counts at this prolific site.   Others 
lucky enough to record double figure counts 
included Mark Richardson (Bishop 
Middleham Quarry and Raisby Hill 
Grassland), Jonathan Wallace (Paradise), 
John Wilson (Morrison Busty Pit Yard), Roger 
Norman (Brenkley Old Pit), Harry Eales 
(Honey Hill Treatment Works) and Dave 
Liddle (Burn Hill).    

 
The species’ flight period peaked on or 
around June 6th when a total of 77 adults was 
recorded from a variety of our regions  sites 

 
Overall, a total of 616 Dingy Skippers was 
recorded from our region in 2014.   While this 
is by no means our worst yearly count it is 
certainly well below average 

 
                                                                                                      

 
There were no unduly late 
sightings that might have 
suggested a partial second brood 
which has been suspected in our 
region in some years.   Harry 
Eales recorded Northumberland’s 
last on June 19th at Howdon 
Treatment Works.   This is an 
encouraging record as there have 
not been many records from the 
North Tyneside area despite the 
presence of apparently suitable 

habitat.   Hopefully the species will spread further in this area.   County Durham’s latest was 
recorded at Dalton Park on July 25th by Graham Mitchell. 

Dingy Skipper 2014
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Small Skipper Thymelicus sylvestris  
 
2014:   A total of 4461 individuals were recorded over the season compared with 6142 in 
2013, 2247 in 2012 and 3684 in 2013.   With 413 reports, this produced an average of 10.8 
individuals per report compared with 14.3 in 2013.  
                                                                                                                                                                              
The first Durham sightings were on the 8th June  
with 2 at Dalton Park by Graham Mitchell and 1  
at Raisby Hill Grassland by Mark Richardson.    
The first for Northumberland was of 7 at Newton  

 
 
 
 
 
                                         
                              Small Skipper - Ian Waller 

 
Links by Kevin Redgrave on the 12th June.  
Numbers started to climb at the end of 
June, reaching a peak in July with records 
then tailing away through August.   The 
maximum count by one recorder was of 
265 individuals by Bob Mawson at the Lime 
Kilns, near Kelloe in Co. Durham on the 
24th July and in Northumberland the 
maximum count was of 99 by Tim Wrigley 
at his Liddells Wood transect also on the 
same day.   Together with other recorders’ 
contributions, the 24th July produced the 
highest daily total of the year, – 698 being 

          recorded by 18 individuals.  
 
Durham’s last record was one at Burn Hill by Dave Liddle on the 24th Aug.   The final                                                                                                                   
Northumberland sighting was 1 at the Rising Sun CP near Wallsend by Joe Dobinson on the 
very late date of 30th Sept.   Small Skippers were on the wing for 115 days and recorded on 
68 days – 59%.                                                                                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                  
Small Skipper 2014
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Large Skipper Ochlodes sylvanus 
 
2014:   A total of two hundred and eighty two records were received. These recorded 1,122 
individual butterflies.   The flight period covered seventy one days and the Large Skipper was 
seen on sixty one of these days, representing 81% of the flight period.   
 
The number of records received was the highest since 2011 making this a good year for the 
Large Skipper.   The season got off to an early start with the first sighting on the last day of 
May and many more sightings in the first week of June.   
 

The first record of the season came from 
Keith Walton who saw 1 at Broompark picnic 
site in County Durham on 31st May.   
Northumberland’s first records were a week 
later with four recorders sharing the honours 
all on 6th June.   These were Hew Ellis seeing 
1 near St. Mary's Island Whitley Bay, Dave 
Stebbings reporting 3 from Hauxley Nature 
Reserve on Druridge Bay, and Neville Stead 
and Mike Coates each seeing singles at 
Fenwick pit near East Holywell.   This I think 
demonstrates synchronised emergence 
which is typical of this species, whereby adult 
Large Skippers seem to emerge at exactly 
the same time even in different colonies. 

 
Numbers recorded were generally good 
through June and July, and the peak of the 
flight season was reached on 1st July when 
108 were recorded by observers throughout  
the region on that day.   The highest 
individual count came from Joe Dobinson, 

who saw 30 at Rising Sun C.P, 
Wallsend on the 1st July.   The 
highest count from Durham was 
from Jeff Fowler with 29 at 
Wynyard Woodland Park on 12th 
July. 
 
The flight season ended as usual 
at the end of July with only a few 
stragglers after that date.             
In Northumberland the final 
sighting of the year was from Dee 
McKeown who recorded 1 on 26th 
July at Valley Park, Cramlington.   

The final sighting of the year for County Durham came from Jeff Fowler who saw an 
individual at Wynyard Woodland Park on 9th August. 

Large Skipper 2014
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Orange-tip Anthocharis cardamines  

 
2014:   After a couple of relatively poor years the Orange-tip saw an improvement in 
recorded numbers in 2014 with 463 records (up by 23% from 378 in 2013) of 1478 individuals 
(up by 53% from 966 in 2013).   The species was on the wing for 112 days and was recorded 
on 65 of these (58%).  

Stephen Hutchinson claims the regions first 
Orange-tip sighting of the year at Brass 
Castle, Waldridge on 5th April and a week 
later Val Standen recorded the second at 
Flass Vale in Durham City on 12th April.   
Northumberland had to wait until 15th April 
before Dave Stebbings recorded the species 
at Close House.   May saw the best numbers 
of Orange-tips, with peak numbers occurring 
on the 13th when there were 28 records of a 
total of 164 butterflies.   

 

The best count of the year was made by Gary 
Bell who saw 26 Orange-tips at Black 
Plantation near Cornsay on 21st May.  Other 
good counts were recorded by Dave 
Stebbings who counted 25 at Havannah LNR 
near Hazlerigg on 3rd May and by Dave 
Wainwright who counted 24 at Inkerman near                                                     

                                                                             Tow Law on 12th May.    
 
 
The Orange-tip’s flight season in Northumberland came to an end on 30th June when Gordon 
Simpson recorded 1 at Scotchcoultard Ponds in Wark Forest, but continued well past this 

date in County Durham.   
John Scarr recorded a 
series of observations of 
Orange-tips throughout the 
month of July at Thrislington 
Plantation with the last on 
25th July.    
 
There were records of 
immature stages from Hew 
Ellis, Bob Mawson and 
Jonathan Wallace.   

Orange-tip 2014
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Large White Pieris brassicae  
 
2014:   After a strong year in 2013 the Large White slipped back in 2014 with just 885 records 
comprising 2043 individual butterflies a drop of 31% in terms of records but over 60% down 
in terms of individuals.   The species had a total flight period of 180 days and was recorded 
on 141 of these (80%).  

The Large White put in its first appearance of 
the year a couple of weeks earlier than in 
2013 with a singleton spotted in a garden in 
Sunderland by A C Edwards on 14th April.   A 
day later Graham Mitchell saw 2 in Sherburn 
Village and Malcolm Birtle recorded 1 in 
Cowpen Bewley Woodland Park. 
Northumberland (VC 67) did not get its first 
Large White until 23rd April when David Blair 
saw 1 in Leazes Park, Newcastle and N.W. 
Richardson saw 1 at Holywell Pond.   Peak 
numbers in the first generation were recorded 
on 21st May when there were 14 records of a 
total of 35 individuals.   The best individual 
count during the first generation was by 
Stanley Straughan who counted 14 Large 
Whites in Ashington Community Woodland 
on 21st May, the only count in double figures 
for this generation.  

 
 

The second generation, as ever, 
was much more numerous than 
the first with records from 1st July 
onwards accounting for about 
three-quarters of the year’s tally.   
Numbers peaked on 7th August 
when there were 25 records 
comprising a total of 103 
individual butterflies.   The 
highest second generation count 
and highest of the year was 
made by Julie Roper who 
counted 28 at Howick on 4th 
August.   There were four other 

counts of 20 or more Large Whites: Andrew Paciorek counted 23 at Howden-le-Wear on 24th 
July, there were 23 at the Holywell Pond and Dene transect on 7th August whilst Keith Walton 
and Jeff Fowler both recorded totals of 20 at Broompark on 10th July and Wynyard Woodland 
Park on 20th July respectively.  
 
The Large White carried on flying into October and the last Durham record of the year was 
made by Keith Walton at Broompark on 2nd October.   The species held on for another five 
days on the Northumberland coast where honours for the very last sightings of the year were 
shared by John Almond who saw 1 at Embleton and David Blair who saw 1 at Beadnell and 
another at Seahouses on 7th October.  

Large White 2014
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Small White Pieris rapae 
 
2014:   A total of one thousand and three records were received.   These recorded 3685 
individual butterflies.   The flight period covered one hundred and ninety days and the Small 
White was seen on one hundred and forty-nine of these days, representing 78% of the flight 
period.  
  

After a very good year in 2013, unfortunately 
2014 was one of the poorest on record for the 
Small White in the North East.   The number 
of butterflies reported was well down for this 
species.   Since 2007 in only the very bad 
year of 2012 have fewer Small Whites been 
seen.  

 
The first record of the season came from 
Dave Stebbings who saw 1 at Havannah 
Nature Reserve, north of Newcastle on 6th 
April.   Durham’s first record was four days 
later with John Lawson seeing 1 at Stillington 
Forest Park, south of Sedgefield on 10th April.   
These dates are a little later than usual; the 
first sightings are normally in March.   The 
vast majority of the first generation counts 
were in single figures.   However, there were 
some unusually high counts for the first 
generation with Enid Turnbull recording 37 at 
Tommy-the-Miller's Field, Berwick and Mike 
Coates seeing 35 at Collingwood Monument, 
North Shields, both on 21st June.  

                                                     
The emergence of the second generation started in the second half of July.   The peak in 
terms of numbers recorded was on 22nd July when 249 Small Whites were seen by recorders 
throughout the region.   The highest individual totals recorded were well down on the 

previous year, with the highest 
being 53 seen by Andrew 
Paciorek at Howden-le-Wear on 
28th July, and 48 counted by Dee 
McKeown at Valley Park, 
Cramlington on 4th August. 
 
After mid-August numbers started 
to tail off.   Although records 
continued to come in throughout 
September they were mostly of 
single butterflies and unusually 
only three records were received 
for October.   In Durham the final 

sighting of the year was from Gary Whitton, who saw 2 at Wingate Quarry on 2nd October.   
The final sighting of the year for Northumberland and the region came from Russell Pannell 
ten days later on 12th October when he saw 1 at Old Hartley near Whitley Bay.   This date is 
quite early for the final sighting and perhaps reflects the poor year this species had. 

Small White 2014
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Green-veined White Pieris napi 
 

2014:    We received 1453 records of sightings of Green-veined White, totalling 8404 
individual butterflies (last year it was 1369 and 9039).   Unusually, the two annual broods 
were quite evenly matched; the second brood is normally stronger.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
               

   Green-veined White - Ian Waller 

 
Green-veined White has been known to 
appear in March, but it was April 10th before 
the first was recorded by Mike Leakey at 
North Gare, Teesmouth NNR.    

 
The last sighting was by Harry Eales at 
Birtley STW on October 1st. This gave a flight 
period of 175 days with the butterfly being 
seen by our recorders on 154 (88%).    

 
                                                                                                    

                                     
The two broods were neatly 
exemplified by their maximum  
daily reports of 379 individual 
Green-veined Whites seen on 
May 31st and 373 on August 5th, 
neither of which is exceptional.    
 
The histogram shows the spread 
of sightings into two groups as 
not quite as neat and suggests 
that there could be some overlap 
between the two broods.                                                                                                    
                                                         

 
The figures for sightings of over 50 by individual recorders are mostly in mid-to-late May and 
in late July to early August, (the maximum was of 111 by Tim Wrigley at Liddells Wood on 
August 8th), but the 80 seen by Gordon Simpson on June 25th rather complicates the picture.  
 
Is there a third generation?   

Green-veined White 2014
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Clouded Yellow Colias croceus 
 
2014:  There were six reports of single butterflies by five lucky observers of this rare migrant 
from warmer climes.    

 
The first three records were in the 
middle of June with the first being by 
Keith Smith at Silverlink in North 
Tyneside on 8th, closely followed by 
Alan Davis at Weetslade CP on 11th.   
The third June record was by Michael 
Burton at Rainton Meadows in Durham 
on 18th.    

 
The final three reports were all in 
August in Northumberland, with Kevin 
Redgrave reporting 1 at Newton Links 
on the coast on the 14th followed by 
Colin Jewitt seeing 1 at Barrasford on 
the North Tyne on 19th and 22nd. 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clouded Yellow 2014

0

1

2

Jun Jul Aug

Date

D
ai

ly
 t

o
ta

l

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
                                                         Clouded Yellow - Ian Waller 
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Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni  
 
2014:   Compared to 2013’s two records, both of single insects, this was an excellent year for 
the species with nine records totalling 12 individuals.  
 

The honour of the first record of the year was 
shared by Hewitt Ellis who reported a single 
insect from Silverlink Country Park in North 
Tyneside and Alan Johnston who saw 2 at 
Big Waters NR, both on 26th May.  

 
Special congratulations must go to Pippa 
Smaling who saw a total of 9 between 4th 
August and 26th September all at West Park 
Nature Reserve, 3 were seen by her on 5th 
September and a single there on 26th 
September was also the final record of the 
year.   

 
Northumberland’s only autumn record was by 
Paul Tankard who found a female at Linton 
Lane NR on 2nd September. 

 
 
 
The flight period lasted for 124 days with the 
species being recorded on eight of those 
days.  
 
Without more larval food-plants being planted 
in the region, (Buckthorn and Alder 
Buckthorn), Brimstone will unfortunately 
always be a chance find.  
 
Brimstones- Mike Coates    (upper) 

Pippa Smaling (lower) 
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Wall Lasiommata megera 

 
2014:   A total of 541 records were received which detailed 1,542 individual butterflies.   The 
flight period lasted 165 days and the Wall was seen flying on 104 (63%) of these days.  
 
The Wall had a very poor year in our region in 2014.   The numbers recorded were the 
second lowest this century, only being lower in the dismal summer of 2012.   This fall in 
numbers from a peak in the early 2000s represents a steady and worrying long term decline 
in this species in our region and reflects similar declines seen in the south of England.   
Butterfly Conservation nationally has designated the Wall a species of high conservation 
priority because of these declines.   

The first sighting of the year came from S. 
Stone and H. Jackson who saw 4 at 
Brierdene, Whitley Bay on 16th April, quite an 
early date for the species.   Durham’s first 
sighting was by Robert Mawson, who saw 1 
on Raisby Way, Trimdon on 20th April.   The 
spring generation peaked in the second half 
of May and early June.   The best counts 
came from Ashington Community Wood, 
where Stanley Straughan recorded 22 on 27th 
May, and Weetslade Country Park, north of 
Newcastle where Dave Stebbings saw 12 on 
17th May.   Only two other counts in double 
figures were received for the spring 
generation.    

 
The graph below shows the typical clear gap 
in July between the spring and summer 
generations. The second generation started 
to emerge in the last week of July, peaked in 
early August and then steadily declined until 
mid-September.    

Numbers in the second generation 
were well down and unusually there 
were only a handful of double figure 
counts.   Very unusually no counts in 
the second generation were higher 
than the maximum count in the spring 
generation.   This, I think, shows just 
what a bad year the Wall had.    
 
The highest count came from Hewitt 
Ellis who saw 19 on the Cliff Tops, 
opposite St. Mary's Island, Whitley 

Bay on 15th August.   The highest count in Durham came from Mark Richardson who spotted 
12 at Raisby Hill grassland near Coxhoe on 7th August.    
 
The flight season effectively finished in the middle of September, with just a few records in 
the last days of the month.   The last records for both Northumberland and Durham were on 
the same day.    Robert Mawson saw 1 at Raisby Way, Trimdon and M. Gallon spotted 3 at 
Dunston Heughs north of Craster on the Northumberland coast, both on the 27th September. 
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Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria 

 
2014:   Speckled Wood had another very good year this year.   There were several peaks in 
recorded numbers with the most notable occurring this year in early September. 
 
A total of 1560 records were received, (a 46% increase from 2013), and these included 6537 
individual butterflies, (a 39% increase from 2013).   The flight period extended over 283 days 
and the butterfly was seen flying on 177 of those days.  

 
The first record of the year was made in 
Durham by Terry Coult who had an 
extraordinarily early singleton on the 23rd 
January in Quebec.  

 
Northumberland’s first record was from David 
Nicol, a single specimen on the 9th March at 
Whittle Wood near Prudhoe.   The first double 
figure count came from Malcolm Birtle with 11 
at Cowpen Woodland Park on the 13th May.  

 
There were a further 128 records of 10 or 
more individuals and of these, 17 were 
counts of 30 or more. Higher counts started 
to appear in May and June but the peak in 
population occurred in mid-August. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The highest count of the year was an excellent 92, recorded by Stanley Straughan on the 
13th August at Ashington  Community Woodland.   At the same site Stanley had two further 
counts of more than 50.   Mike Coates also recorded 53 on the 10th September at Preston 

Cemetery in North Shields.    
 
                                           
K. Walton had the last record in 
County Durham with 4 at 
Broompark on the 12th October.   
However, the last record from 
Northumberland and for the 
season came from Hewitt Ellis 
who had 3 at Preston 
Cemetery, Tynemouth on the 
late date of 1st November. 
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Large Heath Coenonympha tullia 

 
2014:   If anyone fancies a challenge this or future years, head for the bogs and heaths of 
Northumberland and search for the Large Heath, (the only place you will find it in our region) 
because we could certainly do with a few more recorders and a few more records of the 
adults on the wing. 
 
In 2014, there were 
so few adults seen – 
a total of 4, recorded 
on three days, by 
Alnwick Wildlife 
Group on two days 
and Gordon Simpson 
on one – that it would 
be pointless in trying 
to draw any 
conclusions from the 
data.   Except of 
course that they are 
not exactly common! 
 
Records for this 
species have been 
thin on the ground 
certainly for as long 
as I have been reporting                                         Large Heath - Ian Waller      
on them.   2011, the first year I reported, was the best year with 8 records delivering a total of 
130 adults.   Numbers dropped to 19 in 2012, to 18 in 2013 and now 4 in 2014. 

 
 If you do plan to look for the adults this year, 
in 4 of the last 6 years, the first adults have 
been seen between the 23rd and 28th June.   
Only in 2012 and 2013 were they recorded 
that much later, both on the 7th July.   
 
Just to add to the challenge, once they 
emerge, they aren’t on the wing for long, 
usually about 5-6 weeks.   
 
The latest they have been recorded in our 
region is the 14th August in 1996 and 2012. 
 
Erratum: We would like to apologize for 

accidentally omitting Mike Taylor’s records of 

4 Large Heath at Grindon Lough on the 6th 

July 2013 and 2 there on the 13th July 2013. 
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Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus 
 
2014:   A total of 449 records were received.   These recorded 1404 individual butterflies.   
The flight period covered 170 days and the Small Heath was seen on 107 of these days, 
representing 63% of the flight period. 

   
The Small Heath had a very 
poor year in 2014.   The total of 
just 1404 butterflies recorded in 
the region is one of the lowest 
ever, certainly the lowest total 
since the turn of the millennium.   
The number of records received 
was about normal which means 
people were seeing far fewer 
Small Heath per site visit.   In 
fact only nine counts out of the 
449 records received were in 
double figures; a reflection of 

the poor year this species had.   However, having said that the flight season was very long, 
stretching from late April until early October, which may indicate the emergence of a second 
generation late in the summer.   
 

The first record of the season came from 
Harry Eales who saw 1 at Howden Sewage 
Treatment Works, near Wallsend on 23rd 
April, only one day short of the earliest ever 
record for the region.   The first record from a 
County Durham site was from John Olley who 
spotted 1 at Low Newton Junction near 
Durham city on 9th May.  

 
In a generally poor season peak numbers 
were reached on 12th July when just 84 Small 
Heath were recorded throughout the region.   
This compares with 345 reported on the peak 
day in 2013.   As mentioned above only nine 
counts in double figures were received and 
these were all from sites in Northumberland.   
 
 

 
 
 
No counts in double figures were received from any site in Durham.   The highest count of 
the season was from Joe Dobinson with 67 seen on Holy Island on the Northumberland coast 
on 12th July.   The next highest were from M. & N. Tuck who recorded 27 at the Carey Burn, 
Harthope Valley, near Wooler on 30th July and Jonathan Wallace with 20 seen at Havannah 
Nature Reserve just north of Newcastle on 25th July.  
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The flight season 
continued into 
September with a small 
number of records 
through the month.   In 
County Durham the last 
record was from Robert 
Mawson with one seen 
on Raisby Way, near 
Trimdon on 29th 
September.   In 
Northumberland the 
last sighting was by the 
same recorder and at 
the same site as the 
first record of the year, 
by Harry Eales, who 
recorded 1 at Howden 
Sewage Treatment                                                                                     Small Heath - Ian Waller 
Works on 9th October.                                                                     
 

Ringlet  Aphantopus hyperantus 

2014:   The number of adults recorded during 2014 was 9461, a decrease from 12,972 in 
2013 to 2013 but was up on the 7,216 recorded in 2012.   The 2014 total was from 617 
records, the 2013 total was from 646 records. 
 
The flight period from the 6th June to the 25th August was 81 days, much shorter than in 
2013, (117 days), due to the later start and earlier finish to its flight season.   Adults were 
recorded on 62 (77%) of the 81 days of the flight period. 
 

The last recorded sighting of an adult on the 
wing was by Ian Findlay at Upper Teesdale, a 
single specimen on the 25th August.   This 
was much earlier than the 18th September the 
previous year at Sherburn Railway and 
significantly earlier than the latest ever 
sighting in the North East on 2nd October 
2001. 

 
The first double figure sightings of 46 adults 
on the wing were by John Lawson on the 17th 
of June at Stillington Forest Park 
(NZ375239).   The first treble figure sighting 
of 283, a week later on the 24th June at 
Ashington Community Wood by S Straughan.   
The last really big adult count was at Burn Hill 
(NZ067444) by Dave Liddell on the 24th July. 
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 The record count for the second year 
running goes to Joe Dobinson with 
603 adults at the Rising Sun Country 
Park on the 1st July.   This compared 
to his 2013 records of 544 on the 11th 
July and 457 on the 5th July at the 
same site. 
 
The butterfly is now common and 
widespread across every county in the 

region and recorded in all but a very few tetrads. 
 
Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina 
 

2014:   The single annual brood of Meadow Brown, by all accounts this country’s commonest 
butterfly, is normally on the wing only from late June to late August, with numbers generally 
peaking in July and August.   While each individual adult butterfly lives for only a week or two, 
breeding success in our capricious climate requires a season which is not so short that a 
spell of cold wet weather could decimate the population, and not so long that potential pairs 
might not even meet.    
 

Meadow Brown seems to have got it right, but 
annual variations occur.   In 2012 we 
recorded 9077 Meadow Brown, in 2013 – 
23,387, and in 2014 – back down to 13,459.   
This does not, of course, prove that the 
butterfly is declining again numerically, but it 
is slightly alarming. 

 
The first record was on 3rd June when the 
Alnwick Wildlife group recorded a singleton.   
By Late June large counts were coming in: 
Mark Richardson recorded 46 on June 18th 

and 159 on June 25th from his Raisby Hill 
transect near Coxhoe.   In July scores of over 
100 became almost common: Dave 
Stebbings had 150 at Havannah on the 7th, 
Andrew Mawer, 235 at Gibside on the 9th and 
Malcolm Birtle, 137 at Cowpen Woodland 
Park on the 11th.    
The highest total recorded on a single day 

was 1162 on July 17th from 34 observers.  
 
The highest daily total for August was 219 
on the 5th and it was single figures only 
from the 16th until the last reported 
sighting by Simon Hodgson on the Tees 
Railway Walk on the late date for the 
species in our region of September 30th. 
(The latest record we have is October 
14th.) 

The flight period was exactly the same as in 2013 at 120 days, and it was recorded on 72% 
of that time.  
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Gatekeeper Pyronia tithonus 

2014:   Exactly the same as last year with no records received, although we are on the very 
northern fringe of its range those recorders in the south of our region will probably have the 
best chance of finding this species. 

 

Marbled White Melanargia galathea 

2014:   As usual all sightings of Marbled White in our region came from Wingate Quarry 
(NZ3737) from where the butterfly has only occasionally strayed since its release here in 
2000.   The experiment was set up to test the ability of a sedentary species such as Marbled 
White to adapt to a new home in response to climate change.   Wingate Quarry provided 
suitable vegetation and physical environment for the butterfly considerably further north than 
it had previously been known to breed. 

 
In 2014 five observers made a total of 14 
visits and counted a total of 210 Marbled 
Whites between June 30th when Bob Mawson 
saw 8 and the exceptionally late date of 
September 12th when Gary Whitton reported 
2.    
 
This gave the butterfly a longer than usual 
flight period of 75 days when the adult could 
have been seen but a low percentage of days 
when it was seen.    
 
The highest number seen on a single day by 
any of our recorders was only 37 (cf. 50 last 
year), reported by Gary Whitton on July 21st. 
 
 
 
                         
 
                                Marbled White - Terry Coult 

 
 

Marbled White 2014

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

Jun Jul Aug Sep

Date

D
a

il
y

 t
o

ta
l

        
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 24 

Grayling Hipparchia semele 

 
2014:   The Grayling experienced a dreadful year in our region in 2014, with only 80 
butterflies reported.   Recent annual totals have been 612 (2006), 141 (2007), 116 (2008), 
155 (2009), 349 (2010), 190 (2011), 91 (2012) and 325 (2013) which provides some context 
for how poor 2014 actually was. 
 

Mike Coates recorded an unusual double in 
making both the regions earliest count and its 
highest on July 8th at Cambois. Mike’s count 
of 35 butterflies easily surpassed all others 
submitted in 2014 – in fact John Corcoran’s 
count of 20 from the Blyth power station site 
was the only other double-figure count 
received.   Very few records were submitted 
from VC66.   Mike Leakey recorded the first 
specimen on July 9th and also recorded the 
counties (and regions) last on August 5th, 
both at South Gare.   The only other Durham 
site at which the Grayling was recorded was 
RSPB Saltholme, where Brian Denham and 
Ian Thompson saw 1 and 2 butterflies 
respectively.  

 
Northumberland did ever-so-slightly better.   
In addition to sites mentioned above, there 
were records from Fenham Flats (Alnwick 

Wildlife Group) and various 
locations in and around 
Cambois (Hewitt Ellis and 
Neville Stead).   Hew gets an 
extra mention for also locating a 
pupa – an extremely difficult 
feat, I’d imagine.  
 
Grayling is probably one of the 
most under-recorded butterflies 
found in our region.   Almost all 
the best-known sites are either 
remote (e.g. Holy Island, Ross 
Links) or on brownfields (e.g. 

Tees Valley, Blyth).   If anyone feels able to commit to helping with survey work, please 
contact Dave Wainwright, (see back cover for contact details). 
 
 

 
 
 
Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary Bolaria selene 
 
2014:   A total of 43 records were received.   These recorded 550 individual butterflies. The 
flight period lasted for 54 days and the butterfly was seen on 21 of these days, representing 
39% of the flight period.   This was a very good year for the Small Pearl with record numbers 
for the species being reported, particularly from the North West Durham sites.   
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The flight season started relatively early with the first 
sighting about ten days earlier than average.   The 
first sighting of the year was by Dave Liddle who 
saw 5 at Black Plantation, between Satley and 
Lanchester, on 6th June.   The first record from 
Northumberland was a few days later with Gordon 
Simpson spotting 1 in Wark Forest on the 11th June.    

 
The peak of the flight season spanned the last few 
days of June and early July when record numbers 
were reported.   The highest individual count came 
from Dave Liddle who recorded 112 on the Burn Hill 
transect on 30th June.   As in 2013 Burn Hill 
produced good counts throughout the flight season, 
and Dave Liddle had another 100+ count on 2nd 
July.   The highest count for Northumberland was 
surprisingly only five at Rushy Dene on 9th July by 
Mike Carr, although Gordon Simpson counted 30 
only just over the border in Cumbria on 23rd June at 
Spadeadam. 
 

The final sighting of the year in 
Northumberland came from Ian Kerr with 
a singleton at Fourlaws Forest, north of 
Sweethope Lough on 14th July.   The last 
records from County Durham were on 24th 
July from Dave Liddle who saw 2 at Burn 
Hill and Simon Hodgson who recorded 1 
on the Tees Railway Walk on 29th July.   
These last sighting dates were about 
normal for the Small Pearl.    
A further late report from Hamsterley 
Forest will be followed up in 2015.   Both 
these last two reports are away from 
known areas in Durham. 
 

An excellent discovery was made by Nick 
Rossiter who saw Small Pearls on two 
separate occasions in woods near Slaley.   
This site is about 8 miles north-west of the 
well established sites around Burn Hill in 
North West Durham.   Further searches 
are planned for this site in 2015 to see if 
there is a previously undiscovered colony 
here.   It also raises the possibility that the 
butterfly has the ability to spread from the 
sites in North West Durham to suitable 
habitat a reasonable distance away. 
 
 
     

 
 

Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary –  Nick Rossiter 
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Dark Green Fritillary Argynnis aglaja 
 
2014:   The number of records of Dark Green Fritillary reported in 2014 increased to 66 from 
the 55 reported the previous year (20% up) but the trend was in the opposite direction with 
respect to individuals with only 347 counted (52% down on the 727 reported in 2013).   The 
species was recorded in 20 tetrads (21 in 2013) and was on the wing for 76 days of which it 
was recorded on 33 days (43%). 
 

The first Dark Green Fritillary of 
the year was seen by the 
Alnwick Wildlife Group on 17th 
June at Smeafield  and 
Durham’s first of the year 
followed three days later when 
Keith Walton recorded 2 at 
Burnhill on the Waskerley Way 
on 20th June. The graph reveals 
a rather ‘gappy’ year for the 
Dark Green Fritillary (though 
not as bad as 2012) with lots of  

         days with either no records or 
         just a single one.  
 

The two best days for the species were 5th 
July, when there were three records giving a 
total of 56 butterflies, and 17th July when 
there were 8 records giving a total of 59 
individuals.   However, in the latter case it 
should be noted that two different observers 
independently recorded the species on Holy 
Island so an element of double counting 
might well have been involved. 

 

As usual, Holy Island was the prime location 
for this species and was the only site to yield 
a count of 20 or more.   The best count was 
achieved by Ian Kerr on 5th July with a count 
of 54 and Joe Dobinson had the next highest 
count with 35 recorded on 12th July.   

 
Away from Lindisfarne the next best counts 
were recorded further down the coast at 
Newton Links where Kevin Redgrave made a 
number of counts, the best of which was 16 
on 20th July.    Away from the 

Northumberland Coast, the Waskerley area of Durham produced a few records but had a 
disappointing year for this species in comparison with recent years 
 
There were also records from a variety of other locations across the region including College 
Valley in the Cheviots (Keith Dover, 4th August), Lane Head Quarry, Nr Stanhope (Chris 
Powell, 17th July), Saltholme RSPB reserve (Brian Denham, 29th July), East Blackdene, 
Weardale (Carol Inskipp on 4th August; a new tetrad) and Far Sandyford, near Townfield 
(Keith Walton on 5th August; a new tetrad).    
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There are substantial areas of the region which are little prospected from a lepidopteran point 
of view and it is very likely that searches in suitable habitat will unearth new locations for this 
species. 
 
The last record of Dark Green Fritillary on Holy Island was on 31stJuly when Laura Scott 
counted 5 and the species persisted 
in Northumberland for another week 
with Kevin Redgrave recording the 
county’s last at Newton Links on 7th 
August when he saw 3.   In Durham 
the species hung on until the end of 
August. Ian Findlay recorded 2 near 
High Force in Upper Teesdale on 
27th August and the very last sighting 
of the year was reported by  
Keith Walton who recorded 2 at 
Harehopeburn on 31st August. 
 
                  Dark Green Fritillary - Ian Waller                                                     

 
Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta 
 
2014:   What a recovery!   After the appalling year of 2013, the Red Admiral has bounced 
back with amazing resilience.   During the previous year, only 546 butterflies were reported, 
however, during last year, 2279 individuals were sighted, right across the North East England 
area.   This is a massive increase of 1733. 
    

Mrs S. Shund saw the first insect at Brierdene 
as early as 12th February, four months earlier 
than in 2013.   John Almond recorded the last 
one on 3rd November at Tughall, earlier than 
the previous year.   The flight period was 265 
days and the insect flew on 152 of those 
(57%). 

 
Mike Carr saw the highest number in one 
location, 30 individuals at Wallington on 30th 
August, closely followed by John Almond and 
Jaci Beaven with 26 each in the Alnwick area 
and The Alnwick Garden respectively.   There 
were 523 sightings of individual butterflies 
during the period but only 48 records were in 
double figures.  Jaci Beaven recorded the 
highest number of individuals (236) in her 
own and The Alnwick Garden, while Michael 
Holmes counted 139 butterflies   
 in and around Slaley. 
 

August was the best month the see the insect with 946 recorded, followed by September with 
sightings of 659 individuals.  Again, the majority of reports came from Tyne and Wear and 
County Durham.   Although the north of the area did respectably well, the North and West of 
Northumberland are always under-recorded, being sparsely populated and sometimes 
inaccessible. 
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Painted Lady Vanessa cardui 
 
2014:   In 2013 we saw some substantial increases in records and numbers for Painted Lady. 
In 2014 the trend was reversed.   There were 107 records (31% down on 2013) and 141 
individual butterflies (23% down on 2013).  
 

The flight period for the species was longer in 
2014 - 181 days (139 in 2013) - but the 
species was only seen on 60 (33%) of these 
days.  

 
The first Durham specimen was recorded by 
Tom Ivison on the 15th April at Low Newton 
Junction.   The season’s first in 
Northumberland were singles on Holy Island 
by Mike Carr and at Tughall by John Almond, 
both on 30th May. 

 
Counts throughout the flight period were very 
low: over 93% of records were for only a 
single specimen.   The highest count was of 
only 6 butterflies, recorded by Enid Turnbull 
on the 14th August at Tommy-the-Miller’s 
Field.   John Scarr recorded 5 on the 22nd 
August at Thrislington Plantation. 
 
The last specimen in Durham was recorded 
by K. Walton at Baxter Wood on the 11th 

October whilst the last specimen 
recorded in Northumberland, and 
in the season was seen by Hewitt 
Ellis in Bedlington on the 12th 
October. 
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Peacock Aglais io  
 
2014:  During 2014, the flight period for the Peacock was a magnificent 283 days ranging 
from the first sighting on 25th February by both Ian Schofield in Durham City and Alan Davis 
at Heaton until the last, reported by Ken Neat at Butterby Wood near Durham on 4th 
December, a full twenty-nine days longer than the previous year.   The butterfly was reported 
on 167 of those days (59%). 
 

An amazing 6756 individuals were counted 
during that time.   This is 2125 more that in 
2013 and 4444 more than the disastrous year 
before that.   Good numbers were recorded 
for the spring emergence.   On 6th April, 
David Stebbings found 12 at Havannah and 
on 11th April, Garry Bell had 18 at Black 
Plantation.   

 
August was again the best month for the 
butterfly with 3919 insects being recorded, 
well over half the total seen.   The highest 
numbers were reported in August, when Ian 
Finlay saw 78 on 23rd in Upper Teesdale, on 
8th August when K Walton counted 74 at 
Broompark Picnic Site and David Stebbings 
had 66 at Havannah on 5th.   There were 587 
records of single sightings throughout the 
flight time.    

 
The highest number of records came from Michael Holmes at Fell Cottage in Slaley who 
reported 399 butterflies during the season.   Graham Mitchell followed with 186 individuals in 
64 records, the majority of which were at Sherburn.   This was followed by Jaci Beaven who 
had 217 in her garden at Alnwick, with 58 records. 
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Small Tortoiseshell Aglais urticae 

 
2014:   A total of 1317 records were received of 4445 butterflies which is 26 records more 
than last year but 188 fewer butterflies.   Almost all of these records were in single figures, 81 
compared with 91 last year were in double figures.   The first Small Tortoiseshell seen in 
2014 was by Valerie Standen on 4th February at Flass Vale, Durham City and the last 
recorded for the region was seen by N. W. Richardson at Seaton Delaval on the 3rd 
November.    
 

For the first flight period the highest individual 
counts were of 54 on 24th April by Mike 
Coates at the Brierdene Farm, Whitley Bay 
for Northumberland and 30 on 25th June by 
Stephen Allen at Flass Vale for Durham.   
Second brood highest counts were of 90 on 
22nd July by M Gallimore at Evenwood, West 
Auckland for Durham and the highest count 
of the year with 170 pristine specimens, was 
recorded by Mike Coates on 21st  July on the 
bank-side below Oxford Street car park, 
Tynemouth, Northumberland.  

 
In 2014 the highest joint totals recorded in 
any one day were 188 on 15th April and 148 
on the 24th April in the first flight period, then 
263 on 21st July, 265 on 22nd July and 220 
on the 24th July in the second flight period.   
This is compared with the highest count of 
2013 of 244 on the 31st July and a 
tremendous increase from 2012 when the 
highest joint total recorded in any one day 
was 125 on 27th March.                                                                                                               

 
Small Tortoiseshells were recorded on 183 days being 67% of the 273 days flight period. 

They were seen in 300 tetrads 
in 2014 compared with 274 in 
2013.   Fluctuating individual 
numbers for the last six years 
are: 2009 – 3509, 2010 – 4357,  
2011 – 3746,  2012 – 2478,  
2013 – 4633 and now 2014 – 
4445.   Overall this species 
appears to be in good health in 
our region. 
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Comma Polygonia c-album 
 
2014:  A total of 419 records were received, registering 724 individual butterflies.   This is a 
significant increase on 2013 when only 451 insects were reported, however there were only 
two sightings in double figures, suggesting a very thinly scattered distribution.    
 

As in 2013, David Stebbings saw the first 
Comma at Havannah Nature Reserve on 11th 
March but this was one month earlier than the 
previous year.   Robert Mawson and Les 
Rowell saw two others on the same day at 
Beck Fir Trees in Durham.   These were the 
start of a small burst of eight records between 
the 11th and 13th March.    Alan Edwards saw 
12 at Castle Eden Dene on 30th August and K 
Walton recorded the same number at Baxter 
Wood on 26th September.   One third of all 
reports were for individual butterflies, at 278. 

 
Again, the insect was only rarely seen north 
of Morpeth with only five sightings, four 
individuals at Alnwick and one each at 
Smeafield and Yearle.    
 

              
The insect reports seem to be centred around 
Tyne and Wear and the Tyne Valley 
westward,  although County Durham is well 
represented. 

 
There was a clear pattern of spring records in April, followed by a lull and then a surge of 
records between July and October, with both July and August producing 95 records each, 
with August produced 157 individuals against 148 in July 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
 

 
 
The last one was spotted by 
Neville Stead at Seaton Sluice 
on 1st November, two weeks 
earlier than the previous year, 
making the flight period 236 
days.  The insect flew on 125 of 
those days, a total of 53% of 
the time allowed.   
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Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas 
 
2014:   A total of 427 individuals were recorded over the season compared with 852 in 2013, 
427 in 2012 and 1435 in 2011.   2014 was not a good year for Small Copper with the 
numbers recorded being equal to the lowest number recorded in the last four years.   There 
was an average of 1.86 individuals per report, indicating that most reports were of single 
butterflies. 
 

The first Durham sighting was a single by 
A.C.Edwards at Barnston, Washington on the 
8th April and the second by Bob Mawson with 
also a single at Raisby Way on the 13th May. 
The first Northumberland sightings were 2 at 
Tommy-the-Millers field near Berwick on the 
13th by Fiona Aungier and the second were 6 
at Weetslade C.P. four days later by Dave 
Stebbings. 

 
In the first brood there were two peaks. The 
first on the 21st May of 16 recorded by 7 
people and the second on the 31st May of 15 
recorded by 9 people.   The first brood 
covered the period mid May to early July and 
the second mid July to mid September. 
 
 

 
 For the second brood, the maximum in any 
day was 28 on the 20th August recorded by 6 

recorders, which was well down on the 78 in one day in 2012.    There were two other peaks 
around this date, 19 on the 7th Aug. and 18 on the 4th September.                                                                                                                                                                               
                                                                                           

The last Durham record was a 
single at Cowpen Bewley C.P. 
on the 30th September by 
Malcolm Birtle.   The last for 
Northumberland was also 1 at 
Arcot Lane near Cramlington on 
5th October. 
 
Small Copper were on the wing 
for 181 days and were recorded 
on 85 days – 47%. 
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Purple Hairstreak Favonius quercus 
 
2014:   This appears to have been a poor year for the species with just 15 records totalling 38 
individuals compared to 18 records and 79 individuals in 2013.   The species is best 
searched for after 6pm on sunny evenings in August. 
 

The first record of the year came courtesy of 
Keith Walton who saw 3 on 12th July in Pity 
Me.   There were two excellent August 
records from Gosforth Park NR just north of 
Newcastle where it is probably near the 
northern edge of its range by James 
Littlewood who found 2 there on both the 4th 
and 18th.   

 
Another excellent record was from Mike Carr 
who reported an individual in a new area of 
Northumberland at Staward Peel/Allen Banks 
on 24th August. 

 
The flight period lasted for 51 days with the 
final record coming from Bob Mawson who 
saw 2 at Fox Cover on 31st August.   
 
 
 

The species was on the wing for 13 of the 51 days compared to 16 days of the 66 day flight 
period in 2013.   Sadly there was no repeat of 2013’s excellent highest daily count of 24, 

however, Harry Eales did record 8 
from Birtley on 4th August. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       Purple Hairstreak Ian Waller 
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Green Hairstreak Callophrys rubi 
 
2014:   28 reports from 11 observers were received for 2014.   In total 346 individual 
butterflies were recorded on 18 days between 27th April and 11th June. 
 
In this region Green Hairstreaks are found mostly in distinct colonies in moorland areas 
where Bilberry abounds.   2014 saw a recovery in numbers after a poor year in 2013 with the 
majority of records coming from Muggleswick Fell and Burn Hill in County Durham. 
  

The first record of the year was an individual 
seen by Dave Wainwright on Hedlyhope 
Common on 27th April.   On 29th April Keith 
Walton reported that he had seen 75 on 
Muggleswick Fell at Coal Gate which was his 
first record from this area and was the highest 
numbers of the year to be equalled at the 
same site on 13th May.   A few miles to the 
southwest Dave Liddle reported good 
numbers of Green Hairstreak throughout the 
flying period at Burn Hill peaking at 29 
individuals also on 13th May.  On 17th May 
Jonathan Wallace reported 25 from the well 
established colony in Dipton Woods.   On the 
same day Peter Webb observed 5 flying in 
Hamsterley Forest and large numbers flying 
on the steep hillside along Sharnberry Gill, 
which is on the western edge of the forest.   
He counted 12 flying close to the footpath 
alongside the gill.   The last record in the 
main flying period was from Gordon Simpson 
who reported three at Bill’s Hill in Wark Forest 
in western Northumberland on 11th June. 

                                                      
With reports from only eleven 
observers this is a much under-
recorded species, more records 
of this early season upland 
butterfly would be greatly    
welcomed. 
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White-letter Hairstreak Satyrium w-album 
 
2014:  21 records totalling 72 individuals were received.   This compares to 13 records 
totalling 31 individuals reported in 2013.   
 
It has long been suspected that White-letter Hairstreak is an under-recorded species in our 
region and both the number of records received and the number of individuals seen appears 
to be increasing year on year.   Any site containing elms and where the canopy can be 
observed should be searched in July and August. 
 

The first record of the year came from Keith 
Walton on 3rd July who saw a single at 
Wingate Quarry.   Sightings continued 
throughout July with the highest single site 
count being recorded by Joe Dobinson on 
12th July. Joe reported 15 from the A1 
roundabout site at Chester-Le-Street.   This is 
the same site which held the highest total 
seen in 2013 but is more than double the 
number of individuals seen in that year, (6).   
Since July there has been some disruption to 
this site caused by the construction of a 
tarmac compound to support the highway 
improvement works.    
 
It will be interesting to see how this affects 
the numbers in 2015. In Northumberland, it 
was reported from three sites, two of them 
new.   These were Rivergreen Mill near 
Mitford by Mike Coates with 3 on 24th July 
and the other at Crowden Hill Plantation on 
Julia Meldrum and Chris Tomlinson’s new 

transect with 1 and 3 on 21st 
and 24th July respectively. 
 
The season ended on 4th 
August with a single being 
reported by Jeff Fowler from 
Pickard’s Meadow in Wynyard 
Woodland Park.    
 
In total the species was on the 
wing for 12 days, (36%) of the 
33 day flight period compared 
to 9 days (29%) of the 2013 31 
day flight period.   It will only be 

seen how widespread this species is if recorders explore new areas in both counties. 
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Long-tailed Blue Lampides boeticus 
 
2014:   There was one report of this wanderer from the Mediterranean.   In Chester-le-Street, 
Keith Dover found an individual in his kitchen on 4th December.   This is the third record for 
the north-east and like the other two, this one must have had an assisted passage, most 
likely in imported fruit and vegetables.   A detailed article can be found by Keith on his Long-
tailed Blue find in the branch newsletter No. 31. 
 
Holly Blue Celastrina argiolus 
 
2014:  Another disappointing year for Holly Blues in our region with only 26 records received 
of 45 butterflies compared with 33 records of 56 butterflies last year and 128 records and 162 
butterflies in 2012.   Overall numbers had increased in our region in recent years since one 
individual was recorded in 2001, three in 2002  increasing to 284 individuals in 2007 then 
crashing to only 7 recorded in 2009 with numbers slowly increasing again since. 
 

Of these 45 recorded 2 were south of the 
Tyne, 19 in the Newcastle area, 23 in North 
Tyneside and the only one further north was 
recorded by Jaci Beaven in Alnwick.   This 
Alnwick record was also the last seen on the 
4th of September, the first having been seen 
in Northumberland Park on 24th April by Mike 
Coates.  

 
The first flight period was from 24th April until 
10th June with 24 individuals recorded.   Then 
there were five weeks without records until 
the second flight period from 15th July until 4th 
September with a total count of only 21 
individuals. 

 
Holly Blues were recorded on 23 days being 
17% of the 134 days flight period. 

 
Of the 2014 records 17 were single 
specimens, 4 were two’s, 2 were threes, 1 of 
four and only 2 records of five.   These 

highest counts of 5 were by Joe 
Dobinson in Jesmond Old 
Cemetery on 22nd July and by 
Mike Coates on 10th June at 
Northumberland Park, North 
Shields.  In 2014 
Northumberland Park was 
closed to the public for 
regeneration and so these 
observations were only in a 
small margin of the park, and 
are assumed to be only a small 
percentage of the actual 
population. 
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Brown Argus Aricia agestis 
 
2014:   There was only one record of Brown Argus, for which we are currently on the 

northern fringe of its range.   Two were reported 
at Wingate Quarry on 31st May by Dave 
Johnson. 
 
As in previous years, records of Brown 
Argus at known Northern Brown Argus sites 
during the flight period of Northern Brown 
Argus must be supported by documentation, 
preferably photographs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brown Argus - Dave Johnston 

 
Northern Brown Argus Aricia artaxerxes 

 
2014:   A total of 152 Northern Brown Argus adults was posted for 2014, a substantial fall 
from 2013's total of 343. 
 

Keith Walton recorded the year’s first 
specimen from Crimdon Dene on June 11th, a 
slightly later date than usual although very 
early for a coastal site.   Two days later, Bob 
Mawson recorded 15 from Bishop Middleham 
Quarry which suggests that the flight period, 
at least at inland sites, was well underway by 
then. 

 
The season’s highest single site count was 
recorded on June 25th when a total of 25 was 
recorded by Keith Walton from Bishop 
Middleham Quarry.   Mark Richardson 
recorded a couple more on the Raisby Hill 
transect on the same date; these counts 
added up to the highest daily total for 2014.   

                                                                                                                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                    Northern Brown Argus - Mike Coates 
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A further record of 30 adults from Bishop 
Middleham Quarry was received but as this 
was undated it is unclear whether multiple 
site visits were involved. 
 
In addition to sites mentioned previously, 
there were records from Thrislington (John 
Scarr) and Horden (John Bridges).   The 
singleton seen at Horden on July 21st was 
probably the last seen in Co. Durham for 
the year. 

 
One Northumbrian record (2 adults) was received from M&N Tuck from Carey Burn which 
lies south-west of Wooler.   It seems likely that an unpublicised release may have been 
undertaken at this site.   These butterflies were seen on July 30th. 
 
Mark Richardson recorded a very late sighting at Bishop Middleham Quarry on September 
2nd.   Given the lateness of the date, it seems likely that this was a Brown Argus Aricia 
aegestis.   This is not unprecedented; there have been a number of similarly late records 
from this site.   We would ask that anyone who sees any argus butterfly later than mid-August 
tries to take a photograph of the undersides of its wings – not easy! 
 
Targeted surveys of the Northern Brown Argus are set to continue in 2015/16. Should 
you wish to be involved, please contact Mike Harris, (details on back cover). 
 

 
                                                                                                                    Northern Brown Argus - Ian Waller 
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Common Blue Polyommatus icarus 
 
2014:  There were 368 reports in 2014 with 1733 individuals recorded between 20th May and 
3rd October.   Butterflies were on the wing for 99 days of the flight period.   The number of 
reports and individuals recorded appear to be the lowest this century (since before 2000). 
Worse even than 2012 when the poor summer weather resulted in 476 reports and 2766 
butterflies recorded.  
 

The first record of 2014 had come from 
Robert Mawson at Raisby Way when he 
reported a single Common Blue on the 20th 
May.   He continued to visit this site 
throughout the flight period recording small 
numbers including a single butterfly on 3rd 
October which was the season’s last sighting, 
just ahead of Gary Whitton who reported 1 at 
Wingate Quarry the previous day.  

 
Numbers of Common Blues were low on sites 
throughout the region including the brown 
field sites, coastal dunes and limestone 
grasslands which can hold high numbers of 
our commonest blue butterfly.  The highest 
numbers recorded in 2014 were at Newton 
Links where Kevin Redgrave reported 72 
butterflies on 25th June, 52 on 1st July, 54 on 
11th July and 40 on 20th July.   During 2013 
Kevin had reported over 100 butterflies flying 
on coastal sites on several occasions with 
143 at Newton Links the highest 

 
 
Other notable reports for this 
disappointing year for this 
species were from Havannah 
Nature Reserve where Hewitt 
Ellis reported 45 on 2nd July and 
Dave Stebbings reported 37 on 
12th July and 33 on 17th July.   
Dave Liddle reported 28 
Common Blues at Burn Hill on 7th 
July and Jane Lancaster 29 at 
Newton Point on 1st July. 
 

It may be worth double checking any late female Common Blues, in case they are in fact 
Brown Argus! 
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Butterfly Conservation North East England Branch has just produced the Butterflies of North East 
England. This book gives a detailed account of the history and current state of each of 33 species of 
butterfly regularly seen in our region. Each species account is illustrated with photographs, line 
drawings, maps and graphs. There are other sections discussing the causes of changes in 
distribution, looking at what may happen in the future and a section on 17 extinct and vagrant species. 
(108 pages in full colour, 17½ x 24½ cm)  
 
The book is now available at a price of £5 plus £1.60 postage and packing. If you would like a copy 
please fill in the request slip below and send it together with a cheque for £6.60 made payable to 
'Butterfly Conservation North East England' to :- 
 

David Stebbings 
20 Purley Gardens 
Newcastle upon Tyne 
NE3 3DJ 

 
 

 

------------------------------------------------►◄------------------------------------------------ 

 

 

Name..........................................................................Number of Copies..........................Amount Enclosed........................... 

 

Delivery Address........................................................................................................................................................ ............... 

 

................................................................................................................................................................................................... 



 41 

 
 
 
 

Stephen Allen, J.M. Almond, Andy Atkinson, Fiona Aungier, Steve Austin, Andy Barclay, Jaci Beaven, Graham 
Beckwith, Gary Bell, Malcolm Birtle, Dave Blair, Glynis Blake, Stephen Block, Ian Bond, Graeme Bowman, John 
Bridges, Michael Burton, Pam Campion, J & V Carnell, Mike Carr, Derek Charlton, Dave Chrisp, Pam Chrisp, 
Mike N. Coates, Trixie Collins, Melvyn Conlong, John Corcoran, Anne Corrigan, Terry Coult, A. Craggs, Ray 
Craig, Joan Cutter, John Cutter, Ian Davidson, Alan Davis, Ken Dawson, Brian Denham, Joe Dobinson, Keith 
Dover, Paul Drummond, Harry Eales, Alan Edwards, Arthur Edwards, Steve Egglestone, Hewitt Ellis, Ian H. 
Findlay, Steve le Fleming, Jeff Fowler, Andrew Fox, Victoria Furnues,  Malcolm Gallimore, M. Gallon, Brian 
Galloway, Den Gregson, Molly Hardie, Jacqui Harle, Brian Harle, Marney Harris, Ron Henderson, Simon 
Hodgson, Steve Holliday, Michael Holmes, D. Howdon, Ann & Malcolm Hutcheson, Steven Hutchinson, 
Stephen Inglis, Carol Inskipp, Tom Ivison, Peter Jackson, H. Jackson, Colin Jewitt, Dave Johnson, Pam 
Johnson, A.J. Johnston, Ian Kerr, David Lacey, Jane Lancaster, Louise Landreth, John Lawson, Mike Leakey, 
Dave Liddle, James Littlewood, S. J. Lowther, J. Lyell, Ann & Derek Mason, Julie C. Mason, Andrew Mawer, 
Joan Mawson, Robert Mawson, Helen McDonald, Dee McKeown, Julia Meldrum, Graham Mitchell, Mike 
Nattrass, Ken Neat, David Nicol, Coralie Niven, Kaye Norman, Roger Norman, Dave O’Brien, John Olley, 
Andrew Paciorek, Russell Pannell, S. Poole, Chris Powell, Ed Pritchard, John Rae, Claire Rawcliffe, Kevin 
Redgrave, Steve Reid, Mark Richardson, N W Richardson, Mr B.A. Robinson, Mrs J.A. Robinson, Alan Rodda, 
Megs Rogers, Julie Roper, Nick Rossiter, Les Rowell, John Scarr, Ian Schofield, Laura Scott, Mrs S Shund, 
Gordon Simpson, Pippa Smaling, Alison Allington-Smith, Keith Smith, Dr Valerie Standen, Neville Stead, David 
Stebbings, Jill Stewart, Les Stobbs, Steve Stone, S. Straughan, Paul Tankard, S. Tankard, Roslyn Tanner, Mike 
Taylor, Ian Thompson, Chris Tomlinson, M & N Tuck, D. Turnbull, Enid Turnbull, Dave Wainwright, Daria 
Wallace, Jonathan Wallace, Kyra Wallace, K Walton, Elizabeth Waterston, Peter Webb, Gary Whitton, John 
Wilson, Elizabeth Wood, J. H. Wood, Chris Wright, Tim Wrigley, Alnwick Wildlife Group, Alnwick & District 
Natural History Society, Berwick Wildlife Group, Gateshead Wildlife Group, Natural England, The National Trust, 
with apologies for any accidental omissions. 
 

Both ‘casual’ records and transect counts are important for assessing the health of our butterfly populations.  
We now have a fantastic total of 41 transects in the north-east in 2014!  We would like to thank the following 
dedicated transect walkers: 
 
 

Recorder Transect 

  

Steve Le Fleming. Mark Richardson Bishop Middleham Quarry 

Dave Liddle, Gary Bell, John Wilson Black Plantation 

Stephen Hutchinson Brass Castle 

Dave Liddle Burn Hill, and Byerley House 

Alan Edwards Castle Eden Dene NNR – West end 

Ian Schofield Cater House Colliery 

Berwick Wildlife Group* Cocklawburn Dunes 

Malcolm Birtle Cowpen Bewley 2 (Woodland Park) 

Julia Meldrum & Chris Tomlinson Crowden Hill Plantation 

Dave Liddle Dolly’s Wood 

M. Gallon Dunstanburgh Heughs 

Victoria Furnues, Andrew Mawer Gibside (National Trust) 

& Helen McDonald Gibside (National Trust) 

James Littlewood & Andy Atkinson Gosforth Park NR 

Dave Stebbings Havannah LNR 

Dave Wainwright Hedleyhope Fell, and Inkerman 

Veronica Carnell Holywell Pond & Holywell Dene 

Chris Powell Lanehead Quarry 

Tim Wrigley Liddells Wood 

A. Craggs, Laura Scott, (Natural England) Lindisfarne NNR 

John Olley Littlewood LNR 

Melvyn Conlong & John Wilson Morrison Busty Pit Yard 

David Lacey, Coralie Niven, Les Stobbs, Newton Hall Junction 

Tom Ivison & John Olley Newton Hall Junction 

Kevin Redgrave (National Trust) Newton Links 

Jane Lancaster (National Trust) Newton Point 

CONTRIBUTORS 
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Mike Leakey North Gare, Teesmouth NNR 

Mark Richardson Raisby Hill Grassland 

Ed. Pritchard, Ian Thompson, RSPB Saltholme 

Joan Cutter & John Cutter RSPB Saltholme 

Graham Lonsdale, Graham Mitchell Sherburn Railway 

Jill Stewart Stargate Ponds & Bewes Hill 

John Lawson Stillington Forest Park 

Steve Reid Tanfield Lea Marsh 

Simon Hodgson Tees Railway Walk 

Pippa Smaling The Whinnies LNR, (near Darlington) 

John Scarr Thrislington 

Berwick Wildlife Group** Tommy-the-Miller’s Field, Berwick 

Ian H. Findlay Upper Teesdale NNR 

Alan Davis, Paul Tankard Weetslade Country Park 

Pippa Smaling West Park, Darlington 

Gary Whitton Wingate Quarry 

Jeff Fowler Wynyard Woodland Park - Pickards Meadow 

  

*  Pam Campion, Trixie Collins, Molly Hardie, John Rae.  

** Fiona Aungier, Stephen Block & Enid Turnbull.  
 

We would like to thank Kevin Redgrave for sending in transect counts from the National Trust 
for the Northumberland coast. 

We always need new photos.   The Branch would also welcome any feedback or suggestions 
to improve future editions of the Annual Report.   Please send us photographs, line drawings, 
suggestions and articles for both the newsletters and annual reports.   They are always 
welcome.  Whilst the photographs are in black & white in the printed version of the annual 
report, (for cost reasons), they are in colour in the website version which can be downloaded. 
 
Photos and drawings 
 

Front Cover Small Skipper   Terry Coult 
Page  3                Dingy Skipper   Terry Coult 
Page  4  Clouded Yellow   Terry Coult 
Page  6  Marbled White   Ian Waller 
Page  7  Small Tortoiseshell   Ian Waller 
Page  9  Small Skipper   Ian Waller 
Page 14  Green-veined White   Ian Waller 
Page 15     Clouded Yellow   Ian Waller 
Page 16  Brimstone      Mike Coates 
Page 16   Brimstone     Pippa Smaling 
Page 19  Large Heath    Ian Waller 
Page 21  Small Heath    Ian Waller 
Page 23  Marbled White   Terry Coult 
Page 25  Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary Nick Rossiter 
Page 27   Dark Green Fritillary     Ian Waller 
Page 33  Purple Hairstreak   Ian Waller 
Page 37  Brown Argus    Dave Johnston 
Page 37  Northern Brown Argus   Mike Coates 
Page 38  Northern Brown Argus  Ian Waller 
Page 43  Camberwell Beauty   Ian Waller 
Page 43  Grayling    Michael Coates 
Page 43  White-letter Hairstreak  Michael Coates 
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Accepting Records 
With the increasing number of 
butterfly records now being 
submitted, and with it the increasing 
chances of finding locally rare 
species, a reminder that 
photographs and descriptions in 
support of Brown Argus, Camberwell 
Beauty, Gatekeeper, Brimstone and 
any other more unusual butterfly are 
essential.    
In the absence of any photographs, 
a detailed description for rare 
species should be submitted.   A 
brief description should also 
accompany any out of place records, 
such as a species seen outside its 
normal flight period, e.g. a Small 
Skipper seen in the first week of June    Camberwell Beauty - Ian Waller  
or earlier, or a species seen well  
outside its currently known range, for example Northern Brown Argus in Northumberland. 
The Records Committee may look at any record, particularly for rarer species or species seen at 
unusual times or places or in unusual numbers.   The Committee will assess such records and may 
decline to accept them. 

Feedback 

We have been moving to new software to run the database and this has caused some major teething 
troubles.   If you contributed records for 2014 and your name is not in the contributors’ list, or notable 
records have not been mentioned in the species accounts, please contact the Butterfly recorders.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Top left - Grayling, 
Bottom right - White-letter Hairstreak, 
both Michael Coates 
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FLIGHT PERIOD TABLE  

This table relates to both Durham and Northumberland, and records the first and last flying 
record of each species for the three-year period 2010 to 2014. Insects found in undisturbed 
hibernation or in the larval stage have been excluded.   For ease of reference, any record 
early / late sightings during the BNM project period 1995 – 2014 are included in the last two 
columns.  Apart from the Long-tailed Blue sighting, (see bottom of table), only one earliest 
and two latest record dates, (shown in bold) were beaten or equalled in 2014.   One or two 
dates may differ from previous tables due to additional records or reappraisal. 

 New earliest and latest dates in 2014 are shown in bold print.   
Other species: High Brown Fritillary – 30-July-2006, Long-tailed Blue – 12 / 13-March 2009, 23-July 2013 and 4-December 
2014 
 
 

FLIGFLIGHT PERIOD TABLE 

  2012 2013 2014 
Record 
earliest 

Record 
 latest 

Dingy Skipper 28-Apr 22-Jul 9-May 6-Aug 3 May 25-Jul 18-Apr-03 22-Aug-09 

Small Skipper 19-Jun 17-Sep 8-Jun 27-Aug 8-Jun 30-Sep 29-May-11 10-Oct-01 

Large Skipper 27-May 11-Sep 15-Jun 18-Aug 31-May 9-Aug 19-May-07/11 11-Sep-12 

Orange-tip 22-Mar 9-Sep 27-Apr 29-Jul 15-Apr 25-Jul 5-Mar-11 10-Sep-06 

Large White 11-Mar 7-Oct 26-Apr 27-Dec 14-Apr 7-Oct 8-Mar-11 27-Dec-13 

Small White 19-Mar 9-Oct 15-Apr 26-Oct 6-Apr 12-Oct 3-Mar-99 1-Nov-11 

Green-veined White 26-Mar 26-Sep 19-Apr 5-Oct 10-Apr 1-Oct 8-Mar-11 28-Oct-11 

Clouded Yellow     8-Jun 22-Aug 23-May-06 15-Oct-00 

Brimstone 22-Apr 4-Jul 21-Jul 4-Sep 26-May 26-Sep 5-Apr-07 28-Sep-11 

Wall 3-May 15-Oct 20-Apr 8-Oct 16-Apr 27-Sep 4-Apr-07 12-Nov-11 

Speckled Wood 22-Mar 22-Oct 26-Apr 12-Nov 23-Jan 1-Nov 23-Jan14 12-Nov-13 

Large Heath 7-Jul 14-Aug 7-Jul 22-Jul 23-Jun 17-Jul 4-Jun-96 14-Aug-96/12 

Small Heath 14-May 21-Oct 31-May 29-Sep 23-Apr 9-Oct 22-Apr-11 28-Oct-11 

Ringlet 14-May 8-Sep 25-May 18-Sep 6-Jun 25-Aug 14-May-12 2-Oct-01 

Meadow Brown 14-May 22-Sep 6-Jun 3-Oct 3-Jun 30-Sep 4-Apr-99 14-Oct-95 

Gatekeeper       14-Jul-06 2-Sep-10 

Marbled White 7-Jul 15-Aug 9-Jul 7-Aug 30-Jun 12-Sep 22-Jun-11 12-Sep-14 

Grayling 10-Jul 21-Aug 9-Jul 27-Aug 8-Jul 5-Aug 18-Jun-11 11-Sep-05 

Small Pearl-
bordered Frit. 

18-Jun 8-Aug 16-Jun 24-Jul 6-Jun 29-Jul 15-May-11 21-Aug-07 

Dark Green Fritillary 18-Jun 9-Sep 4-Jul 30-Aug 17-Jun 31-Aug 7-Jun-06 9-Sep-12 

Red Admiral 28-Feb 22-Oct 3-Jun 9-Dec 12-Feb 3-Nov 23-Jan-06 28-Dec-07 

Painted Lady 10-May 1-Oct 31-May 30-Oct 15-Apr 12-Oct 27-Mar-11 7-Nov-03 

Peacock 31-Jan 1-Nov 3-Apr 12-Dec 25-Feb 4-Dec 8-Jan-96 23-Dec-05 

Small 
Tortoiseshell 

11-Jan 10-Nov 30-Jan 14-Nov 4-Feb 3-Nov 1-Jan-05 27-Dec-05 

Camberwell Beauty       6-Jul-06 10-Sep-06 

Comma 28-Feb 14-Nov 13-Apr 14-Nov 11-Mar 1-Nov 3-Feb-07 18-Nov-08 

Small Copper 26-Mar 21-Oct 16-Apr 30-Oct 8-Apr 5-Oct 26-Mar-12 30-Oct-13 

Purple Hairstreak 5-Jul 8-Sep 19-Jul 2-Sep 12-Jul 31-Aug 4-Jul-11 12-Sep-05 

Green Hairstreak 29-Mar 29-May 2-May 25-Jun 27-Apr 11-Jun 29-Mar-12 27-Jul-98/08 

White-letter Hairstreak 24-Jul 13-Aug 14-Jul 13-Aug 3-Jul 4-Aug 15-Jun-11 28-Aug-96/08 

Holly Blue 26-Mar 19-Sep 27-Apr 28-Aug 24-Apr 4-Sep 26-Mar-12 21-Oct-06 

Brown Argus 26-Aug 21-Oct   31-May 31-May 23-Apr-11 21-Oct-12 

Northern Brown 
Argus 

4-Jun 2-Sep 6-Jun 3-Aug 11-Jun 2-Sep 19-May-11 2-Sep-12/14 

Common Blue 14-May 17-Oct 3-Jun 8-Oct 20-May 3-Oct 15-Apr-11 26-Oct-08 
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TETRAD OCCUPANCY IN NORTHEAST ENGLAND - 
COMPARISONS FOR THE BUTTERFLIES OF THE NEW MILLENNIUM PROJECT (PHASES 2, 3 & 4) 

 

Phase 4 records are for the first four years only of phase 4 of the Butterflies for the New Millennium 
Project, i.e. 2010-2013, and does not include 2014.  Occupancy figures for the previous phases, 
(1995-1999, 2000-2004, 2005-2009) are given in previous reports. 
Other species: High Brown Fritillary - 1 tetrad in 2006, Long-tailed Blue - 1 tetrad in 2009 and 1 tetrad 
in 2013 and one in 2014. 

PHASE 4 
Tetrads in 2011      
(% of all 542 
recorded 
tetrads   

PHASE 4 
Tetrads in 2012      
(% of all 505 
recorded 
tetrads 

PHASE 4 
Tetrads in 2013      
(% of all 526 
recorded 
tetrads) 

PHASE 4 
Tetrads in 2014      
(% of all 579 
recorded 
tetrads) 

Species 

Phases 2, 3 and 4 
(2000 – 2013) 
(% of all 
 1791 recorded 
tetrads) 
Excludes 2014 records 

278 (51%) 210 (42%) 285 (54%) 336 (58%) Green-veined White 1275 (71%) 

296 (55%) 260 (51%) 274 (52%) 300 (52%) Small Tortoiseshell 1182 (66%) 

254 (47%) 249 (49%) 236 (45%) 304 (53%) Peacock 1145 (64%) 

224 (41%) 191 (38%) 232 (44%) 220 (38%) Meadow Brown 1037 (58%) 

248 (46%) 158 (31%) 124 (24%) 250 (43%) Red Admiral 1017 (57%) 

221 (41%) 165 (33%) 243 (46%) 190 (33%) Large White 973 (54%) 

211 (39%) 167 (33%) 262 (50%) 226 (39%) Small White 910 (51%) 

216 (40%) 161 (32%) 154 (29%) 175 (30%) Orange-tip 873 (49%) 

184 (34%) 178 (35%) 197 (37%) 212 (37%) Ringlet 827 (46%) 

61 (11%) 34 (7%) 78 (15%) 79 (14%) Painted Lady 792 (44%) 

158 (29%) 134 (27%) 174 (33%) 144 (25%) Wall 632 (35%) 

129 (24%) 93 (18%) 100 (19%) 122 (21%) Small Heath 602 (34%) 

118 (22%) 108 (21%) 134 (27%) 123 (21%) Small Skipper 588 (33%) 

116 (21%) 78 (15%) 117 (22%) 135 (23%) Comma 578 (32%) 

136 (25%) 85 (17%) 116 (22%) 87 (15%) Small Copper 569 (32%) 

136 (25%) 97 (19%) 117 (22%) 109 (19%) Common Blue 565 (32%) 

107 (20%) 73 (14% 81 (15% 95 (16%) Large Skipper 420 (23%) 

146 (27%) 164 (32%) 195 (37%) 245 (42%) Speckled Wood 417 (23%) 

46 (8%) 44 (9%) 46 (9%) 43 (7%) Dingy Skipper 180 (10%) 

16 (3%) 31 (6%) 14 (3%) 19 (3%) Holly Blue 133 (7%) 

22 (4%) 22 (4%) 21 (4%) 20 (3%) Dark Green Fritillary 110 (6%) 

13 (2%) 10 (2%) 12 (2%) 16 (3%) White-letter Hairstreak 103 (6%) 

7 (1%) 5 (1%) 3 (0.6%) 6 (1%) Large Heath 94 (5%) 

14 (3%) 13 (3%) 13 (2%) 15 (3%) Purple Hairstreak 82 (5%) 

3 (0.6%) - - 5 (1%) Clouded Yellow 79 (4%) 

17 (3%) 9 (2%) 6 (1%) 12 (2%) Green Hairstreak 77 (4%) 

15 (3%) 8 (2%) 13 (2%) 15 (3%) Small Pearl-bord. Frit. 57 (3%) 

14 (3%) 6 (1%) 12 (2%) 8 (1%) Grayling 50 (3%) 

6 (1%) 2 (0.4%) 2 (0.4%) 6 (1%) Brimstone 37 (2%) 

11 (2%) 6 (1%) 10 (2%) 7 (1%) Northern Brown Argus 24 (1%) 

3 (0.6%) 2 (0.4%) -  1 (0.2%) Brown Argus 11 (0.6%) 

1 (0.2%) 1 (0.2%) 1 (0.2%) 1 (0.2%) Marbled White 10 (0.6%) 

- - - - Gatekeeper 8 (0.4%) 

- - - - Camberwell Beauty 7 (0.4%) 

                     
32                

                      
31 

                      
30 

 
32 

                         Tetrads 
Species 

1791 
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How to Submit Moth Records 2015 

Over 1200 species of moth have been recorded in our region, some common and 
widespread, others represented by very few, or in some cases, only a single record.  
Submitting records of moths helps to improve our understanding of the distribution and 
abundance of these fascinating insects and to enable potential problems they may be 
experiencing to be detected.  Separate databases are maintained for Durham and 
Northumberland and records should be submitted to the appropriate recorder depending on 
where they are made. In all cases the following information should be recorded:  
 

 
Durham (Vice County 66) 
Records should be submitted to either of the joint moth recorders for Durham: 
Keith Dover                           Tim Barker 
4 Lindisfarne Avenue                           Tap and Spile, 27 Front Street 
Chester-le-Street, Co. Durham              Framwellgate Moor, Durham 
e-mail: k.dover879@btinternet .com              e-mail: tim@tapandspile.co.uk 
  
A spreadsheet for the submission of moth records for County Durham can be downloaded from 
www.northeast-butterflies.org.uk/recording   
 
Northumberland (Vice County 67 and Vice County 68) 
Records should be submitted to the moth recorder for Northumberland,  
Tom Tams 191 Links Road, Tynemouth, Northumberland.  Tel: 0191 272 8499 
e-mail: tomsphotos@hotmail.co.uk   or   recorder@northumberlandmoths.org.uk   
 
Full details for submitting records in Northumberland, including a downloadable spreadsheet are 
given at www.northumberlandmoths.org.uk.  

 
Validation 
It is important that records are accurate and based on correct identifications and one of the 
responsibilities of the County Recorders is to scrutinise submitted records and check that this is the 
case.  For any records of rare species, easily confused species or records of species that are outside 
their usual geographic range or flight period they may ask for supporting evidence to be supplied 
before the record is accepted.  Suitable evidence may include good quality photographs, or sight of 
the actual specimen (moths can be kept captive for a day or two in a pot in a cool place without being 
harmed).  
 
 

Species 
name: 

Please indicate scientific and (where there is one) common names. 

Location: Where the moth was recorded. 

Grid 
reference: 

Ideally a six-figure grid reference for the location. 

Vice 
County: 

66 for Durham, 67 for South Northumberland and 68 for North  
Northumberland. 

Date : For light trapping records the convention is that the date should be that of the  
evening when the trap is set rather than the morning when it is emptied. 

Recorder: Name of the person who caught/observed the moth(s). 

Determin
er: 

The name of the person who identified the moth(s) (if different to the recorder). 

Life cycle 
stage: 

i.e. adult, pupa, caterpillar or egg. 

Quantity: The number of each species recorded. 

Method: Type of trap, field record, or how the moth was caught. 

mailto:tim@tapandspile.co.uk
http://www.northeast-butterflies.org.uk/recording
mailto:tomsphotos@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:recorder@northumberlandmoths.org.uk
http://www.northumberlandmoths.org.uk/


 47 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
Branch Treasurer     Chairman & Membership Secretary 
Steve Kirtley      Peter Webb 
Tel: 01325 460 198     Tel: 01833 650 772 
Email: stephen@skirtley.fsnet.co.uk   Email: apwebb@uwclub.net 
  
Butterfly Recorder (Northumberland)   Butterfly Recorder (Durham) 
Vacant –      Steve le Fleming  
please see the branch website before   See inside back cover for address 
sending your records in for 2015    Tel 0191 386 7309 
       Email: lsklef@aol.com 
 
Moth Recorder (Durham)    Newsletter Editor 
Keith Dover      Helen Passey 
Tel:  0191 388 9640     Tel: 07595 638 785 
Email: k.dover@btinternet.com    Email: passiflora2710@gmail.com 
 
Conservation Officer (Northumberland)  Conservation Officer (Durham) 
David Stebbings     Michael Harris 
Tel: 0191 285 9097     Tel: 0191 522 0160 
Email; david.stebbings@blueyonder.co.uk  michaelsharris@talktalk.net 
 
Website Manager     Transect & Wider Countryside Butterfly                                                                            
(WCBS) Co-ordinator 
Jonathan Wallace                             Brian Denham 
Tel: 0191 274 4303     Tel: 01325 263 449 
Email: jonathan@cherryburn.com   Email: brian.denham@ntlworld.com 
        
Committee Members 
Roger Norman Tel: 0191 285 8314              Email: roger@norman784.plus.com 
Helen McDonald                Email:helen.mcdonald02@gmail.com 
Coralie Niven                 Email: coralie.niven@durham.gov.uk 
Stephen Lowther                Email: stelow4@live.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Butterfly Conservation: Regional Office (Northern England) 
Dr. D. Wainwright, Butterfly Conservation, Low Barns, 
Witton-le-Wear, Bishop Auckland, Co. Durham, DL14 0AG 
Tel: 01388 488 428   Email: dwainwright@butterfly-conservation.org 
 
 
Butterfly Conservation 
Company limited by guarantee, registered in England (2206468) 
Registered office: Manor Yard, East Lulworth, Wareham, Dorset, BH20 5QP 
Charity registered in England & Wales (254937) and in Scotland (SCO39268) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Branch website www.northeast-butterflies.org.uk 
 

BRANCH COMMITTEE FOR 2015 

SUBMITTING BUTTERFLY RECORDS IN 2015 
 

Records are the bedrock of conservation and the North East Branch welcomes records of 
all species, for all dates and places, and of course for all forms.   
 

As in previous years, there are two ways of sending your records in.  For those without a 
home computer, the existing yellow paper casual record sheets will continue unchanged.  
However, if you have a PC, the Branch would strongly urge you to send in your records 
using a spreadsheet such as Microsoft Excel or equivalent.   Each record should occupy 
one line and the format of the spreadsheet should look something like the following 
example: 
 

 A  B  C  D  E  F  G 

1 Name/s of 
recorder/s 

 NZ274423  Palace Green,   
 Durham City 

 22-Aug-2012  Large 
White 

7  

2 Name/s of 
recorder/s 

 NZ196858  Morpeth   
 (riverside) 

 24-Sep-2012  Peacock 2 Very worn 

3 Name/s of 
recorder/s 

 NZ2514  Baydale Beck 
 Darlington 

 1-Jul-2012  Comma 1 Hutchinsoni 
form 

 

Column A  - Recorder/s names. 
Column B - Grid reference, which should be two letters, (NT, NU, NY or NZ), followed by 
four or six numbers.  The first two (or three) numbers are the Easting, read from the top or 
bottom of OS maps, the last two, (or three) numbers represent the Northing, read from 
either side of the map. 
Column C - Site name.  For obscure place names please include a nearby town or 
village. 
Column D - Date-please try to follow the format shown, (this is really important) 
Column E - The full name, not abbreviated, of the species seen. 
Column F- Please give the actual number seen if possible, we prefer not to use letters 
for abundance, (A,B,C,D,E).   For larva (L), ova (O), pupa (P) or mating (M) records, 
please use the appropriate code letter, optionally adding numbers seen. 
Column G - For any comments you may wish to add. 
Optionally, you can add a habitat code to an extra column, (column H), if you wish. 
 

A blank spreadsheet, with the date formatted, is available, if needed, from the recorders.  
Electronic records are most easily sent as an email attachment.  However, you can also 
send them in by post on floppy disc, memory stick or CD.  The deadline for records to be 
included, and credited, in the 2015 Annual Report is 30 November 2015.   
 
  Depending on where you live, please send all your records to either: 
 

  DURHAM (paper records)    NORTHUMBERLAND 
 Steve Le Fleming    Michael Perkins 

      7 Albert Street,        71 Broadway West, Gosforth,  
Durham,  DH1 4RL    Newcastle,  NE3 2NH 

      0191 386 7309    07584 242 321 

  lsklef@aol.com     mjp514@yahoo.co.uk 
                                                

 If you live in Durham please send all your electronic records to: 
 Ian Waller:        aeshna@hotmail.com 
 
To avoid records being lost on the internet, we will try to acknowledge all emails 
within 14 days.     If you do not hear from us please telephone us. 
 

mailto:stephen@skirtley.fsnet.co.uk
mailto:lsklef@aol.com
mailto:david.stebbings@blueyonder.co.uk
mailto:michaelsharris@talktalk.net
mailto:jonathan@cherryburn.com
mailto:brian.denham@ntlworld.com
mailto:stelow4@live.co.uk
mailto:dwainwright@butterfly-conservation.org
http://www.northeast-butterflies.org.uk/
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